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Oakwood News: President’s Message
time that won’t conflict with the public health
concern. Many of you will say “why not have it online”, which is a good idea, but it’s an idea with a lot
of complications that we’re not currently able to
address. If you have ideas and want to have a
conversation, I would LOVE to discuss them… reach
out to me at info@oakwoodha.org, but please don’t
throw out thoughts if you don’t want to talk about
them. My hope is that enough people might be
interested and have enough experience that we can
put together a team to get something off the
ground.

Wow!
If you’re playing by the rules,
you’re “sheltering in place” now
through April 7th, so if you don’t
usually read this newsletter, now’s
the time to start!
With “social distancing” in full effect, we’re
throwing out the calendar until we’re able to set
dates again that we know we can adhere to. What
that means is that at this moment the Oakwood Egg
Hunt and the OHA Annual Meeting are currently
“delayed until further notice”. We’re in uncharted
territory here, so for all my fellow sticklers for
following the rules, know that we did consult with
our legal counsel, and he supported our suspending
the Annual Meeting until we’re able to determine a

Some great news in this issue. Neighbor Gail
Zielinski quarterbacked the FEMA floodplain issue
and we’re nearly done with that. Ken Brennan and
the Lake Management Committee are gearing up for
summer, including putting
(Continued on Back Cover)
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LOCK. YOUR. CARS.
Oakwood, we’ve been coming at you for more than 2
years with regular reminders in the Oak Leaf and
through our e-mail distribution list to keep your homes
and cars locked. Still, many aren’t, and the theft continues. Below is an update from the DuPage County
Sheriff’s Office. Please take this seriously.

Board e-mail: info@oakwoodha.org

Oakwood Homeowners Association
4 East Ogden Avenue # 313
Westmont, IL 60559

www.Oakwoodha.org
Oakwood News - 2020 Census
Were You Counted?
The 2020 census is important – census data is used to
determine each state’s representation in Congress and
to distribute billions of federal funds to local communities for infrastructure and other programs.
If you haven’t completed the census online, you can
respond by phone. Just call 888-262-5935. There are
just a few questions about who lives in your household.
Find out more about the census at 2020census.gov.
Census results are held for 72 years. The last census
available to the public was the 1940 census – (couldn’t
even find myself).

Oakwood, we can do it! Let’s try for 100% participation.
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Oakwood News: FEMA Flood Plain Update
We’re very happy to finally announce a closure to the proposed flood plain update that FEMA initiated
several years ago. While there’s still more to happen, a decision has finally been made that can be acted
upon. Many, many thanks to Oakwood resident Gail Zielinski for taking hold of this project and really going above and beyond to keep on the County to get this done. Following is the update Gail sent out on
February 16th:
“I have heard official word that the state has approved the county's recommendation to lower the BFE of
Lake Charles from the recent elevation effective last fall of 724.2ft to the recommended 723.05ft. There is
paperwork being prepared that will be sent to the Village of Westmont for review and signature. Once
that has been done, our contact at the Village has committed to letting me know. Once that paperwork is
returned to the county, they will add various tech documents, and send to the state. The state is expected to review and approve those final documents since they have already approved the recommendation. Ultimately FEMA (or the state office on behalf of FEMA - I'm not totally sure) issues a LOMR (Letter
of Map Revision) that will redraw the water lines. All of this could still take 3-6 months I suspect.
Once all this happens the same party that trolls the internet and noticed your property was now in the
flood plain and sent your lender (and you) a letter, might do the same or they might not. If you don't want
to take the chance and wait or you want to know for sure (as you can't read the maps like I can't) - the solution is to contact a land surveyor and have that Elevation Certificate done (or updated). If indeed the
measurements can prove that with a revised BFE of 723.05 your dwelling is no longer in the flood plain,
they can file a LOMA (Letter of Map Amendment) online on your behalf and you can take that to your
mortgage company as proof (and keep in your files as proof for when you sell your house).
I will email again when I have updates to share.
Thanks, Gail Zielinski”
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Oakwood News: Lake Management Committee
Call For Volunteers

Grant Awarded from DuPage County

The Shoreline Restoration Project needs your help.
Approximately 300 plants need to be planted on the
shoreline. Even a commitment of installing ten plants
saves $10 that would otherwise be paid to a contractor. The project is scheduled for the end of May. If
you can help please call Ken Brennan at (630) 7439417.

Oakwood Has Received a Water Quality Improvement Grant from DuPage County (see opposite
page).
The Oakwood HA applied for a grant through a DuPage County’s Water Quality Improvement Program
WQIP. Oakwood’s qualifying project to improve a
portion of the Eastern Shoreline using native shoreline plants was approved on March 3rd. The goal of
the project is to improve water quality, erosion control, ecosystem improvements, and aesthetic improvement using native shoreline plants. The Grant
awarded to Oakwood is for $500 of the $2,000 qualifying project. Eight projects were submitted to the
county and only six were grants were awarded. For
2020 a total of $395,500 in grant money was awarded by DuPage County for water quality improvement
projects.

Dock and Lock Applications Now Being Accepted
There are a limited number of docking sites set up at
the Eastern Shoreline for use by non-lake homeowners that frequently use their boats on the lake. Applications for the Dock and Lock Program are now being
accepted. If there are more requests than sites, there
will be a lottery held at the April OHA Board of Directors meeting.
The application form is available from the OHA web
site as part of the Rules for Common Area at
oakwoodha.org or can be requested by mail at OHA
Lake Management, 4 E. Ogden Ave. PMB 313, Westmont, IL 60559.

Our thanks go out to the DuPage County Board and
the DuPage County Storm Water Management.

Eastern Shoreline Restoration Project

Boat Identification Tags

The project is to restore a section of the Eastern
Shoreline using native plants on the shoreline and
out into the water. On the shoreline sedges, grasses
and flowering plants will be added. The benefits in
shoreline preservation to our environment are numerous. Shoreline preservation, water clarity, reduction of algae, and habitat for fish and animals are just
a few. For a list of benefits and information on this
project see the bulletin board on the Eastern Shoreline.
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Boats used on Lake Charles must be registered with
the OHA and display a red and white decal Provided
by the OHA. Registration is free.
The application form is available from the OHA web
site as part of the Rules for Common Area at
oakwoodha.org or can be requested by mail at OHA
Lake Management, 4 E. Ogden Ave. PMB 313, Westmont, IL 60559.
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Westmont News: From CUSD 201
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Oakwood News: Race to the Flag
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Oakwood News: Quarterly Market Outlook
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Westmont News: From the Village Board
Hello neighbors! I hope everyone is
making the best out of the situation at
hand. It is great to see so many
helping each other out. We truly live in
a great neighborhood.

Before we get into a few updates, I wanted to highlight
the Mayor’s recent action of declaring a local State of
Emergency. This will stay in place for seven days unless
the Village Board extends it and gives the Mayor the
ability to do the following:

•

•

•

•
•
•

•

Expenditure of funds including emergency
purchasing, and deployment of personnel,
equipment and supplies
Activate emergency response plans and mutual aid
agreements
Cooperation with other governmental agencies
Provide for emergency staffing, even if the same
conflicts with the requirements of collective
bargaining agreements
Suspend water shut-offs by the Village of Westmont

•

•
•

The Mayor and the Village Manager are in constant
communication with the Village Board. Should you have
any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to me
directly.

MONEY - The Census results help determine how
$675 BILLION dollars in federal funding flow into
states and communities each year.
MONEY - For each person NOT counted, WESTMONT
will lose about $1,400 a year of revenue for our
State.
RESOURCES - Influences Resources for Local Housing,
Schools, Healthcare,
Infrastructure & Emergency Services.
REPRESENTATION - The results determine how many
seats we have in Congress.
DEMOGRAPHICS - Determines Important Community
Demographic Data.

Dates:
• Mid-March - Residents will receive a letter from the
Census Bureau to respond. Residents are encouraged
to respond as soon as possible.
• April 1 - Official Census Day.
• May to June - Census Takers will go door to door to
those who have not yet responded.
How to Respond:
• ONLINE - census.gov
• MAIL - respond to the letter you receive from the
Bureau

Census 2020

Where does the funding go?:
• Education
• Fire & Police
• Infrastructure
• & Much More

By now you should have received your census
information in the mail. For those who have not filled it
out yet, please do. It took no more than 10 minutes to
fill out online @ census.gov. Here are a few reasons why
it is important:
Highlights:
• MANDATED - It is mandated by the U.S. Constitution
in Article 1, Section 2: The U.S. has counted its
population every 10 years since 1790.
Mar, 2020

Local Businesses Step Up:
Please remember to support all the local restaurants.
We are lucky to have so many options but they need our
(Continued on next page)
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Westmont News: From the Village Board (continued)
continued support. I want to thank both Standard
Market and Nature’s Best for stepping up and
committing to an extra level of service for Seniors &
persons with disabilities. Both owners committed right
away and offered their continued support for our
community.

Waste Management COVID-19 Update
Waste Management is maintaining its typical collection
schedule for trash and recycling. Currently, there have
been no collection interruptions. Information updates
will be shared on the village website if circumstances
change that may impact Waste Management’s ability to
provide services. A couple things to note:

Standard Market:
333 E. Ogden Avenue
Now through March 31, Standard Market will have
dedicated shopping hours for seniors and persons with
disabilities from 7-8 AM.

BULK ITEM PROGRAM SUSPENDED - Due to
circumstances related to the COVID-19 response, Waste
Management has temporarily suspended its large/bulky
item pick-up service. This suspension includes both the
free weekly program and the special call-in program. No
large items should be placed alongside your garbage
carts at this time. The service will remain suspended
until further notice.

Nature’s Best:
257 N. Cass Avenue
All seniors and persons with disabilities can call in their
orders and pick them up curbside from 8-9 AM daily.
Customers will call on arrival and their order will be
brought out to their vehicle.

CURBSIDE COMPOSTING PROGRAM DELAYED - The
launch of the newly-approved Westmont Curbside
Composting Program will be delayed until further
notice. Complete details regarding this program will be
shared once a new start date is determined.

Complements of the Westmont Chamber, here is a link
to the list of local restaurant options:
http://www.westmontchamber.com/westmontrestaurant-curbside-and-delivery.html
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Westmont News: From the Village Board (continued)
2018-2019 MFT Street Resurfacing Project

Westmont 2020 Construction Projects

Expected completion date: TBD

2020 Gateway Ogden Avenue Beautification
Project

Locations: Cass Avenue between Ogden and Chicago &
Park Street between 55th and Quincy

Expected completion date: Summer 2020

Description: Resurfacing of approximately two (2) miles
of roadways at various locations throughout the
Village. Project will include surface grinding, base
repairs, curb and gutter repairs, sidewalk repairs and
ADA improvements, storm sewer rehab, along with other
miscellaneous work.

Locations: Median along Ogden Avenue (Route 34)
between Pasquinelli and Oakwood
Gateway Sign at Ogden and Pasquinelli
Gateway Sign at Ogden and Cumnor
Gateway Sign at Cass Avenue and 67th Street

Description: Installation of a landscape raised median
along Ogden Avenue between Pasquinelli Drive and
Oakwood Drive. Landscape median shall include trees,
landscaping, sprinkler and electrical system.
New
gateway signage shall be installed at 3 locations: Ogden/
Pasquinelli, Ogden/Cumnor, and Cass/67th.

Updates:
Bid letting for this project has been
unsuccessful thus far. A new bid letting has been
scheduled for April 14, 2020.

61st and Richmond Stormwater Detention
Modification Project

Updates: Construction is scheduled to begin early Spring
2020.
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Expected completion date: Fall 2020
Location: Detention basin located at the northwest
corner of 61st Street and Richmond Avenue in the
Ashford Subdivision
(Continued on next Page)
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Westmont News: From the Village Board (continued)
Description: The Village and the Park District are
working together to improve the existing detention
facility. Work shall include grading of the basin to
provide additional detention volume, correct grading
issues to address standing water concerns, upgrade
storm sewer pipes within the facility, and provide water
quality Best Management Practices (BMP) to comply
with
current
DuPage
County
Stormwater
Ordinances. The Village was successful in obtaining over
$51k in grant funding from the County's Water Quality
Improvement Program (WQIP).

Updates: The project is currently in design.
information will follow shortly.

water quality Best Management Practices (BMP) to
comply with current DuPage County Stormwater
Ordinances.
Updates: The project is currently in design.
information shall follow shortly.

Ways to Connect with the Village
•
•
•

More

63rd and Richmond Stormwater Detention
Modification Project
Expected completion date: Fall 2020

Description: The Village and the Park District are
working together to improve the existing detention
facility. Work shall include stabilization of the eroding
side slopes, correct failing storm sewer outlets, and
provide water quality Best Management Practices
(BMP) to comply with current DuPage County
Stormwater Ordinances. The Village will also install a
new Gateway Monument along 63rd Street as part of
this project.

Quantum Insurance Group
Downers Grove, IL

More

•

Independent agent/broker representing
many quality companies

•

Writing broker for Oakwood Homeowners Association for over 10 years
AUTO * HOME * BUSINESS * LIFE

Deer Creek Detention Modification Project
Expected completion date: Fall 2020

Call for a free, competitive quote!

Location: Detention basins located at the north section
of Deer Creek Subdivision.

630-964-1360

Description: The Village and the Park District are
working together to improve the existing detention
facility. Work shall include grading of the basin to
provide additional detention volume, correct grading
issues to address standing water concerns, and provide
Mar, 2020

Sign
up for
Notify
Me
community
alerts
http://www.westmont.illinois.gov/list.aspx
Join the Village of Westmont Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/westmontilgov
The Westmont Village Board meets every other Thursday
at 6:00pm in the Village Hall. If you cannot make the
meeting, they are televised and available on our YouTube
channel.

Steve T. Nero
Westmont Village Trustee & Oakwood Resident
M: (630) 776-8302
E: snero@westmont.il.gov

Location: Detention basin located at the northwest
corner of 63rd Street and Richmond Avenue in the
Ashford Subdivision

Updates: The project is currently in design.
information will follow shortly.

More

AAA, Auto Owners, EMC, QBE, Hartford,
Met Home & Auto, Progressive, Safeco,
Travelers, & more
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Oakwood News: Annual Financial Audit
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Oakwood News: Annual Financial Audit (continued)
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Oakwood News: Annual Financial Audit (continued)
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Oakwood News: Annual Financial Audit (continued)
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Westmont News: President’s Message (continued)
flux, much of our calendar for the year is on hold.
To make sure you’re current on updates in Oakwood
and Westmont, be sure to sign up for our e-mail
notification list, which we use to let everyone know
what’s going on in the community (blind copy only),
by dropping us a note info@oakwoodha.org.

(Continued from Page 1)

to use a grant they were issued. Dave Szymendera
has a great market outlook for Oakwood, and is
really being an outstanding neighbor here… do NOT
miss his article! Steve Nero is absolutely dominating
this issue with a LOT of great news on projects
coming up here in Westmont. I can’t express
enough how much I appreciate everything Steve
does for this community. He puts real time and
effort into these articles for us, and he is always very
quick to reply to any neighbor concern that comes
his way. Thank you, Steve!

Also don’t forget to check out our website at
www.oakwoodha.org for loads of good information,
including the answers to most of the questions we
get asked (over and over and over).
For more community connectivity, follow us on
Facebook at OakwoodHomeownersAssociation, and
join the community on NextDoor.com (this page has
really caught fire with Oakwood residents!).

Also in this issue is the annual Audit of the Oakwood
Homeowners Association, which we did very well
with once again thanks to Treasurer Lynette Tuggle’s
stellar management of our books. You’ll note that
the Race to the Flag event is set to go through
Oakwood at the end of May. At this moment it’s
still on, but watch the Westmont Park District site at
www.westmontparks.org/events/spring-specialevents for updates.

That’s about enough for now. Since you’re stuck at
home anyway, grab a comfy seat and dig in!
Stay healthy, Oakwood!

Matt “distantly social” Johnson
President, Oakwood Homeowners Association

There’s a lot more in this issue, but with so much in

ADVERTISE HERE
For information on how to advertise in the Oak Leaf
please email info@oakwoodha.org or contact Matt
Johnson at 630-455-6022.

Annual cost (4 issues) to advertise is the following:
Business card (2” h X 3.5” w): $70
Double size (4” h X 3.5” w):
$140
Half Page (4” h X 7” w):
$210
The newsletter is distributed quarterly to over 450 homes
and is posted electronically on the OHA Website, giving
great local advertising exposure at a low cost! An
additional ad space is made available on the Oakwood
website at no additional charge to all advertisers!!
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