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President’s Message
Legacies.

mee ng to see what the Board does, and I a ended the
Annual mee ng shortly therea er, where I was elected to
the Board. {{NOTE: the Annual Mee ng this year will be on
Monday, April 18th! More on that to come}} Roger West‐
man was made President, and I stepped up as Vice Presi‐
dent, roles that we decided we would swap out a year later,
if the Board so chose.

My wife, son, and I moved to Oakwood
back in 2003. This wasn’t by chance.
We’d seen a number of homes here, and
we loved the community. We were from
the area. I grew up in Western Springs,
and we had a house in LaGrange we were
rapidly outgrowing, so our sights were set on this communi‐
ty. When the right house popped up, we were there, and
we knew it was the house for us. Three hours a er the
house was listed, we had a tenta ve contract in place. The
sign wasn’t even in the ground yet, and the prior owner
wasn’t sure what had just happened.

At this point, I might risk losing some of you as the events of
my life might not be all that terribly interes ng, but there’s
a point to this, so bear with me here.
Several years later I also ran for the Westmont Community
Unit School District (CUSD) 201 Board. At the same me,
my roles and responsibili es at my job were increasing, and
my kids (my daughter was introduced to the world in 2004)
were ge ng older, all of which took more and more me.
What I did not expect was how much each of my endeavors
would beneﬁt each of the others. Experiences with the
OHA were applicable at work and with the School Board,
while what I learned for School Board was applicable with
the OHA and with my career, and so on. To this day I get
excited when I’m playing one of these roles, and I learn
skills or informa on I can apply to one or both of the other
two.

I’ve shared before what drew me to the OHA. I’ve always
been one to get involved, believing ﬁrmly that you have no
right to complain if you can’t make the eﬀort to help im‐
prove things. That’s not to say I had anything to complain
about, but there were a lot of things I wanted to see hap‐
pen. I’ve shared before the Oak Leaf ar cle Jerry Harlow
wrote that really drew me in. It talked about the way things
used to be in Oakwood, and I wanted to see some of those
things come back for the next and future
genera ons.
In 2006, an OHA Board
Member
invited
me to the
monthly

One such lesson that I learned had to do with our legacy. In
a training session for my role as a School Board member, I
was asked what I want my legacy to be. This isn’t some‐
thing I’d put any thought to. I did not join the School Board
because I wanted to correct anything necessarily. I had
been asked to join by people who felt I could bring an ability
to communicate well and be counted on to present a fair
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Oakwood - Updates
Mom and Tot Group Update
The Mom and Tot Group has con nued its eﬀorts to
meet occasionally. The most recent Saturday play
date was quite the turnout with seven toddlers en‐
joying each other's company. The kids really en‐
joyed themselves. Some new families were even
able to join us! Just a reminder that some of the
families have been mee ng up on Thursday's at the
library, registra on is now required! March is al‐
ready here, and we have scheduled play dates and a
family dinner planned!

In This Issue:
We have a LOT of material this month! Here’s a
summary of what to look forward to in this issue:
President’s Message ……………………………….. 1
Oakwood Updates …………………………………... 2
Dining Around Town ………………………………... 5
Social Commi ee …………………………………….. 6
Landscape Commi ee ……………………………... 6
Welcoming Commi ee ……………………………. 6
Communica on Commi ee …………………….. 8
From the Village Board …………………………….. 10
From the Planning & Zoning Commission …. 12
From School District 201 ………………………….. 14
Let’s Not Forget ….…………………………………….. 16
OHA 2015 Audit ...…………………………………….. 17

We are always open to new families that are inter‐
ested in joining our group, please contact
chrzaszcz66@hotmail.com if you are interested in
ge ng on our email and communica on list. We
also have started a Facebook page, so ﬁnd us at
Mom & Tots of Oakwood. Wanted to also men on
that dad's are also always invited and do a end our
play dates/events, so please do not hesitate joining
our group.

Illinois License Renewals:
For those not aware, ci ng budgetary constraints, in
December of 2015 the State of Illinois stopped mail‐
ing out license plate renewal or emission tes ng no‐
ces. This is catching many residents oﬀ‐guard, so
we wanted to share this with you to make sure you
were informed. Residents can sign up for e‐mail no‐
ﬁca ons by visi ng the following websites:

‐Monika Rodriguez

For State info:
h ps://www.ilsos.gov/greenmail
For emission tes ng:
h p://epa.illinois.gov/topics/air‐quality/mobile‐
sources/vehicle‐emissions‐tes ng/faqs/no ce/index

March, 2016
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Oakwood - Updates
program include rocks, dirt, soil, sod, mulch, holiday
wreaths, pumpkins, apples, hay or straw bales, corn
stalks, as well as trees, stumps, and branches larger
than six (6) inches in diameter cannot be collected
as yard waste. Residents may use a landscape ser‐
vice for such items.

Westmont 2016 Brush Pick‐Up & Yard Waste
Programs Begin In April
Village of Westmont
Date Issued: February 26, 2016
Waste Management will begin their weekly brush
pick‐up and yard waste collec on for single‐family
homes star ng the week of April 4 and ending in
early December. Following are details regarding
both programs.

For more informa on regarding these program,
please contact Waste Management at wm.com or
800‐796‐9696.
###
Contact: Larry McIntyre
Village of Westmont Communica ons Director
630‐981‐6245, lmcintyre@westmont.il.gov

BRUSH PICK‐UP PROGRAM GUIDELINES
* The brush pick‐up program does NOT require a
s cker.
* Brush should be placed alongside your refuse on
your usual garbage pickup day.
* Brush that is acceptable for pick‐up includes small‐
er twigs, branches and tree limbs that are no more
than 4 feet long and no wider than 2 inches in diam‐
eter.
* Brush must be ed with twine or string into bun‐
dles prior to being placed out for pick‐up.
* Bundles must be no more than 4 feet long and 2
feet in diameter.
* Each bundle of brush must weigh less than ﬁ y
(50) pounds.
* Brush pick‐up requirements must be followed or
items will not be picked up and be subject to a ﬁne.
* Per Village ordinance, open burning of brush and
leaves is not allowed.
* Brush larger than 2 inches in diameter up to 6
inches may be collected through the Yard Waste
Program.

Jaros Insurance
Downers Grove, IL

 Independent agent/broker representing many
quality companies
 Writing broker for Oakwood Homeowners
Association for over 10 years
AUTO*HOME*BUSINESS*LIFE*HEALTH
Call me for a free, competitive quote!
Wes Jaros

630-963-2280
AAA, Auto Owners, Blue Cross, General Casualty,
Hartford, Met Home & Auto, Progressive, Safeco,
Travelers, & more

YARD WASTE PROGRAM GUIDELINES
* Each bag of yard waste REQUIRES a Westmont
Yard Waste S cker.
* Yard waste should be placed out with your refuse
on your usual garbage pickup day.* Yard waste must
be placed in appropriate yard waste bags or appro‐
priate containers clearly marked yard waste.
* Items that are acceptable for the yard waste pro‐
gram include grass clippings, weeds, leaves, smaller
branches and bushes, and other organic ma er that
grows outside.
* Items that are NOT acceptable for the yard waste
March, 2016

LAW OFFICES OF HUBENY & ZABA, L.L.C.
Jack Hubeny, your Oakwood neighbor since 1974
Concentrating in:
 Estate Planning

 Real Estate Law

 Probate

 Corporate and Business Law

Located at: 200 E Chicago Ave. Ste. 200, Westmont
Phone # (630) 455-0500 Fax # (630) 455-0505
Email: John@hubenylaw.com
www.westmontattorneys.com
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Oakwood - Updates
Westmont Pet Promenade at Ty Warner Park
‐Gregg Pill

Westmont Dining Readers Choice Awards
‐Gregg Pill

The Westmont Chamber of Commerce & Tourism
Bureau in partnership with the Westmont Park
District will host the 5th annual Pet Promenade and
Party in the Park on Sunday, May 15th from
11:00am – 3:00pm.

Welcome to the Readers Choice Awards for Dining in
Westmont, brought to you by Suburban Life Media
and the Westmont Chamber of Commerce &
Tourism Bureau. It is your chance to recognize the
breadth and scope of dining in Westmont and vote
for your favorites.

All events are free of charge and residents are
encouraged to bring their pets – both 2 and 4 legged
variety – to compete for Best in Show, Best
Costume, Smallest Pet, Largest Pet and Most
Unusual Pet. Registra on takes place that day and
the event includes a judging parade.

Vo ng will take place from March 7th through
March 27th 2016. To choose your favorite local
dining, catering and banquet op ons in Westmont,
click on the ballot link below.
Each person is allo ed one vote per day for the
dura on of the contest.

Last year, the Pet Promenade drew over 100
contestants!
This family ac vity will feature
vendors, events and Bubba the Alligator (fantas c
show last year). Food will be available all families
are encouraged to make a half day of it, perhaps
bringing out a picnic.

The winning businesses will be recognized at the
Westmont Chamber of Commerce Community
Awards Dinner in April at the Oak Brook Hills Hilton.
For more informa on about the contest, check back
at the end of the vo ng period.

For more informa on visit the Westmont Chamber
website at ‐ www.westmontchamber.com.

If you have any ques ons, visit the "Rules" page or
email Laura at lburke@shawmedia.com.
h p://contests.mysuburbanlife.com/l/Westmonts‐
Best‐Restaurants/Welcome

Discounted Lawn Cu ng for Oakwood Residents
TJ’s landscaping is oﬀering the following volume dis‐
count rates to Oakwood residents:
Service

Non‐Corner Corner Lot

Cu ng for < 8 Homes

$22.00

$25.00

8 ‐ 15 Homes
16 ‐ 29 Homes

$20.00
$18.00

$22.00
$20.00

30 + Homes

$15.00

$18.00

Fer lizer Treatment Op on

$39.00

$47.00

Grub Control Treatment Op on

$59.00

$72.00

Last year we hit the 30+ home range. Watch our
Sponsors page at www.oakwoodha.org for updates
on the number of par cipants to this program.
To sign up for the service, e‐mail John at TJ’s at
tjslandcare@sbcglobal.net
March, 2016
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Oakwood - Dining Around Town
Dining Around Town

Uncle Bubs, Vincitori’s, J. Fleming’s Absolutely Deli‐
cious and Neat kitchen + bar. There will be live mu‐
sic at Neat to cap the night oﬀ. Check out the link
below for all the details and to order ckets.

With over 90 dining op ons around
our town, I am introducing a
“Dining Around Town” column in
our quarterly Oak Leaf publica on
to call a en on to new develop‐
ments, hidden gems and the ethnic diversity of our
restaurants while sharing some home grown re‐
views.

h p://westmontchamber.chambermaster.com/
events/details/spring‐downtown‐westmont‐
progressive‐dinner‐st‐patrick‐s‐day‐9706
Easter Brunch as well as Mother’s Day Brunch will
be oﬀered at the Oak Brook Hills Hilton, J Flemings
Absolutely Delicious, Amber Café, Bakersﬁeld
Wood‐Fired Grill and Vincitori’s. All require reser‐
va ons.…enjoy!

Up and Coming:
Anna’s Place has received the necessary approvals
to begin build out for a new restaurant and video
gaming establishment on Ogden Ave, in the Pizza
Hut strip mall just west of Cass Ave. While most vid‐
eo gaming places have no real kitchen and minimal
menus, Anna’s with an established loca on in
Westchester will have a full kitchen build out. Plans
call for opening prior to receiving the video license
which will clearly emphasize the food.

Up and Running: (last six months):
Pompei – 200 W. Ogden Ave. – New ownership and
a return to good food and service. Most Taylor
Street special es are available including the Herb
Chicken Ravioli.
Woodgrain Pizza – 19 W. Ogden Ave. – former Con‐
nie’s owners and loca on oﬀers fast (90 secs) casual
pizza and salads in a warm se ng.

Partners in the Ditka Restaurant group will open
two restaurants at 800 East Ogden Avenue in the St.
James Crossing shopping center. Spli ng the for‐
mer site of the Jimmy’s Island Grill, we’ll see two
new concepts. Route 89 will develop a Sport’s Bar
themed menu and drink selec on while Cucinova
will include pizza, pasta and salads.

Potbelly Sandwich Works – 19 W. Ogden Ave. –
be er than average na onal chain sandwich shop
with subs, shakes, soups, salad and even a few more
items.
Recently Reviewed:
An abbreviated version of these reviews is published
in the Westmont edi on of the Suburban Life and
appears the ﬁrst Wednesday of each month. The
online version below is released the day before and
doubles content, photos and informa on.

Mariano’s, slated to open in Mid‐March near 63rd
Street and Cass Ave. will feature several in‐store din‐
ing op ons along with a wide selec on of dinners to
go. This speciﬁc Mariano’s is not a Dominick’s con‐
version but rather a newly constructed state of the
art grocery center.

Amber Café – h p://shawurl.com/2 u
Yu’s Mandarin ‐ h p://shawurl.com/2dw9
Neat kitchen + bar ‐ h p://shawurl.com/2c4k

Stepping Out:
A great way to get out and try several diﬀerent
Westmont restaurants is to purchase a cket for the
Westmont Chamber’s Progressive Dinner. Hosted 2‐
4 mes per year, the Progressive Dinner is a great
opportunity to sample food at several establish‐
ments, get in a bit of walking and meet other West‐
mont residents. Oﬀered on Tuesday, March 15th
and priced at $45/person, this progressive features
green beer at the Uptown followed by food stops at
March, 2016

Looking for more restaurant ideas, follow the
#chitowndiner on Instagram.
‐Gregg Pill
Oakwood Resident
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Oakwood - Social Committee

Oakwood - Welcoming Committee

2016 FUN!

WELCOME! WELCOME!

We are lining up the calendar already for this year’s
social events, so be sure to note all the following
dates:

Braving the cold, the Welcome Commi ee
welcomed six new homeowners to our subdivision
recently. We hope that all of you enjoy Oakwood as
much as we do. Hopefully we will see many of you
at one of our next events. If we for some reason
missed visi ng your home, please contact us so we
can make sure you receive our welcome package. If
you ever have any ques ons, please do not hesitate
to contact us.

Saturday, March 26: Egg Hunt at Ty Warner Park
(see back of this issue for details)
Saturday, June 4th: Fishing Derby / Beach Party at
Westman Beach.
Sunday, August 21: End of Summer BBQ at Ty
Warner Park

The Welcome Commi ee is in the planning stages of
facilita ng a New Neighbor ac vity so new residents
here in Oakwood can meet others in the
neighborhood. If you are new to Oakwood and
interested in such an event, please contact us by e‐
mail at: info@OakwoodHA.org.

Also, for the 2016 holidays there has been quite a
bit of interested expressed in Oakwood having our
own decora ng contest. We would very much like
to do this, but we will need ideas/judges/etc. If you
have any interest, contact us by e‐mail at
info@oakwoodha.org.

If anyone is interested in dona ng items to be
included in our welcome package for new residents
here in Oakwood, please contact us. The Welcoming
Commi ee is always looking for addi onal items
that would be helpful for new residents. If you are a
new resident and can think of addi onal
informa on that you think would be helpful to be
included in our welcome packages, please also
contact us!

Oakwood - Landscape Committee
Looking for Volunteers to Plant Flowers at the
Oakwood Entrances!
The OHA board is trying to form a ﬂower plan ng
commi ee to plant ﬂowers at the Oakwood en‐
trances in the spring/summer and again in the Fall.
We are looking for volunteers. The plan ng date is
TBD and we will try to work with the schedules of
the volunteers. We are looking for someone to chair
the ﬂower plan ng commi ee. Ideally this would be
someone that knows a few things about ﬂowers and
is willing to order and pick up the ﬂowers and in‐
struct volunteers on ﬂower placement. If you have
any interest, please contact me by e‐mail at
mneon79@hotmail.com. Please let me know if
you’d like to be the chair person or a “worker
bee” (i.e. willing to help plant ﬂowers where in‐
structed by the chair person). Snacks, drinks and
basic tools will be provided. Just need some volun‐
teers willing to get their hands dirty!

‐Monika Rodriguez

Thanks,
Mark Nelson (OHA Landscape Chair)
March, 2016
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Oakwood - Communications Committee
Staying in Touch
This newsle er is the quarterly responsibility of the
Communica ons Commi ee, but it’s a compila on
of the eﬀorts of numerous contributors from our
community. I want to express our sincere apprecia‐
on to everyone who contributes, and to remind all
residents that they can submit ar cles and ideas at
any me by e‐mailing us at info@oakwoodha.org. A
very special thanks to resident Gregg Pill who con‐
tributed mul ple ar cles this month, including a
new on‐going contribu on: Dining Around Town.
Look for it in this issue on page 5. I have wanted to
have reviews of local restaurants in the Oak Leaf
since I’ve been involved, but we’ve never go en it
oﬀ the ground. What’s Gregg’s taken on here is
wonderful, and we thank him for it!

The Oakwood Homeowners Associa on Annual
Mee ng is primed and ready for Monday, April 18th.
The mee ng will start promptly at 7, with sign‐up
and light refreshments at 6:45. A no ce will go out,
but mark your calendars now.
Stay in touch, Oakwood!
‐Ma Johnson
OHA Communica ons Chair

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE!!
It’s that me of year again!

Brewing Exceptional Craft Beer...right here in Westmont!
Tasting Room: Thur 5p~9p, Fri 4p~10p, Sat 1p~10p, Sun 1p~5p

1115 Zygmunt Circle, Westmont, IL 60559
www.UrbanLegendBrewing.com
Private Parties/Brew Tours/Tastings available upon request (Wed & Sun Evening)
March, 2016
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Westmont News: From the Village Board
Hello neighbors!

For example, the central water tower is about
ﬁ een years past its life expectancy and needs a lot
of repairs. We are challenged with either repairing
for $500K or looking into a new tower cos ng up‐
wards of $3M. There are many other needed im‐
provements such as replacement meters, water
mains, treatment plant upgrades etc. During budget
workshops, the Village Board will dig into the possi‐
bility of slightly increasing water rates to help fund
these necessary improvements. I encourage all resi‐
dents to check out our website for more details or
call/email me to discuss. The more feedback we get
the be er!

I hope everyone had a great holiday
season. We almost made it through
a fairly mild winter. Hang in there,
spring is right around the corner.
The good news is the Village has a
lot of unused salt, reducing next years expense sig‐
niﬁcantly. I do not want to jinx anything so I will
save the projected savings for next me. As we get
through the ﬁrst quarter, budget season is right
around the corner. The Village Board will review all
expenditures and revenues and make sure we are
opera ng as eﬀec ve and eﬃcient as possible. I will
be the ﬁrst to tell you, we do not have all the an‐
swers so please share any ideas you may have.
There will be a budget workshop mee ng April 7th ‐
6PM @ Village Hall. Anyone is welcome as this is a
great opportunity to voice opinions and sugges ons.
If you cannot make it, please reach out to me at the
contact info below. I am always willing to listen on
how the Village can improve.

Recently at the January 7th Village Board mee ng,
Westmont’s new Strategic Plan was formerly adopt‐
ed. Our Mayor said it best, “This is the culmina on
of over six months of work that involved representa‐
on from throughout our community. The Strategic
Plan provides a bold vision for the community over
the next several years as the Village moves towards
its 100th Anniversary in 2021”. The document plac‐
es all goals and objec ves into ﬁve categories: Gov‐
ernance, Iden fy & Image, Downtown, Economic
Development and Infrastructure. Each category
outlines various goals as well as strategies for com‐
ple ng these goals. The newly adopted mission
statement for the Village is: Shaping a vibrant com‐
munity and future through connec on, service and
leadership.

With that said, we have started to discuss a few
things already. If you have not heard The DuPage
Water Commission (where the Village buys its drink‐
ing water from) has announced they will not be rais‐
ing their rates this year. Yes, you just read that cor‐
rectly. That leaves the Village with an important
decision to make. Although public safety is always
my top priority, a high quality of drinking water is
right behind. Over the next ﬁve years, there will be
about $9M in needed infrastructure improvements
for our drinking water system. We cannot ignore
these improvements, as they are vital to our system.

March, 2016

A er some recent suspicious ac vity within
Oakwood, the Police Department and I encourage
all residents to report suspicious behavior immedi‐
ately. If you see something out of the ordinary, or an
actual crime in progress, call 9‐1‐1. This simple re‐
minder may prevent someone from becoming a vic‐
m of a crime. Too o en, residents will be hesitant
to report a poten al criminal situa on and that lack
of ac on actually enhances the criminal’s success.
The Police Department relies on the residents to
help with being the eyes and ears of the community.
Situa ons deserving a 9‐1‐1 call include a stranger
coming to your house to promote or sell something
without a solicitor’s permit, unfamiliar persons or
10

Westmont News: From the Village Board
website at www.smart911.com to sign up free of
charge today!

vehicles surveying your neighborhood, graﬃ , open
and una ended garage doors, and more. Here is a
li le p for repor ng crimes from your cell phone.
A er dialing 9‐1‐1, your call may be answered by
the local Sheriﬀ's Department. Immediately tell the
dispatcher the name of the town from where you
are calling and give them the loca on of the crime.
They will connect you to the appropriate opera ons
center to address your call. This will signiﬁcantly
reduce your response me.

Ways to Connect with the Village
‐SIGN UP FOR NOTIFY ME COMMUNITY ALERTS
h p://www.westmont.illinois.gov/list.aspx
‐SIGN UP FOR VILLAGE OF WESTMONT FACEBOOK
PAGE
h ps://www.facebook.com/westmon lgov

Finally, do not forget to sign up for “SMART 9‐1‐1.”
With SMART 9‐1‐1, Police, Fire and Ambulance per‐
sonnel are aware of cri cal informa on that might
make the diﬀerence in saving lives. The program
allows ci zens to enter important informa on that
they want to provide to SMART 9‐1‐1 through a se‐
cure website, then this informa on is delivered to
emergency responders automa cally with any 9‐1‐1
call placed within DuPage County. You decide what
to share. Informa on can include children's photos,
medical condi ons, home addresses of mobile
phone callers, number of pets in a home, disabili‐
es, or other rescue‐related informa on. The regis‐
tra on process is quick and easy. Just visit their

‐The Westmont Village Board meets every other
Thursday at 6:00pm in the Village Hall. If you can‐
not make the mee ng, they are televised and availa‐
ble on our YouTube channel.
Please feel free to reach out to me any me,
Steve T. Nero
Westmont Village Trustee & Oakwood Resident
O: 630.981.6209
M: 630.776.8302
E: snero@westmont.il.gov

Join Nextdoor Oakwood, the private website for our neighborhood
The Oakwood Homeowners Association has invited you to join at:

oakwoodil.nextdoor.com/join
Enter flyer code: EPRGET

Get to know your neighbors • Share local
recommendations • Lend, borrow and
give away • Keep the neighborhood
safe • Stay informed
Nextdoor Oakwood

Nextdoor Oakwood
March, 2016

11

Westmont News: From the Westmont Planning & Zoning Commission
sion for 800 east Ogden Avenue, the former Jim‐
my’s Island Grill. It will be split into two sites,
hence the addi onal cooler to fully separate the
two kitchens. Route 89 will develop a Sport’s
Bar themed menu and drink selec on while
Cucinova will include pizza, pasta and salads.
Both share the ownership group which has es
to Mike Ditka’s Restaurant.

As I look back on the previous 3‐5
years of Planning & Zoning agen‐
das, two categories of develop‐
ment really jump out ‐ our world
class auto dealerships and our
enormous number of restau‐
rants. Currently, every auto dealership on Og‐
den Avenue has completed or is somewhere in
the process to expand, remodel and modernize
their facili es. Most of these projects budget
millions of dollars with a direct result being an
increase in sales for the dealer and a corre‐
sponding increase in sales tax revenue for our
Village residents. This translates directly into
lower taxes for our Village.

As our January mee ng was canceled, we move
right into February and our main item con‐
cerned the property at 311 East Ogden Avenue
on the SE corner of Blackhawk and Ogden. This
property has been a used car dealer for some
me but also doubles as a deten on area. That
caused the previous owner to take a large hit
when most vehicles in the lot were under water
during a severe rain storm some years ago. The
poten al new owner will take their case directly
to the Village Board.

While not in the same league as the auto clus‐
ter, our Village restaurants represent another
large block of businesses that generate substan‐
al sales tax while providing enjoyment and em‐
ployment for many. With over 90 dining op ons
around our town, I am going to introduce a
“Dining Around Town” column in our quarterly
Oak Leaf publica on to call a en on to new de‐
velopments, hidden gems and the ethnic diver‐
sity of our restaurants while sharing some home
grown reviews. But now, back to P&Z…

As I stated previously, video gaming con nues
to generate interest from many diﬀerent pro‐
posed operators and to get a be er grasp,
we’ve had hearings at most Village levels re‐
garding methods for regula on. The November
Board mee ng created a new class of liquor li‐
cense speciﬁcally for video gaming – a class 22

Our December agenda included a cooler expan‐

March, 2016
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Westmont News: From the Westmont Planning & Zoning Commission
license. With 13 current or under construc on
video gaming establishments, the idea was to
establish regula ons so they would not be able
to create a block of video gaming in consecu ve
storefronts and maintain some semblance of
order regarding the number of establishments.
Distance requirements are being eliminated in
favor of this newer concept which is also being
adopted by many other municipali es. As this is
a new issue and not court tested, regula ons
will evolve with me.

each month at 7:00pm in the Village Hall. All
mee ngs are televised live on local cable access
channel 6 and then replayed at 10:00am Mon‐
day through Friday. Agenda items are then sent
to the Village Board with the comments of the
Commission for ﬁnal disposi on. You can also
view the agenda on the Village website –
www.westmont.il.gov. The next mee ng will
take place March 9th followed by April 13th –
tune in! Baseball is just around the corner and
with it…Spring me! Enjoy!
Gregg Pill – Oakwood Resident

Mariano’s – WOW! Interior reﬁnements are
nearly complete and a proposed opening date
of March 15th has been ﬂoated. That brings a
mammoth development in ahead of schedule
and really solidiﬁes the re‐development process
of the en re 63rd Street and Cass Avenue corri‐
dor. If you don’t venture south of the Burling‐
ton Railroad, this will be a reason for a road trip!
Our Village Economic Development Oﬃce con‐
nues to report many calls and inquiries regard‐
ing other proper es in the area. It’s worth a trip
down to see the size of the project as it repre‐
sents a major investment in our community.

ADVERTISE HERE
For information on how to advertise in the Oak Leaf
please email info@oakwoodha.org or contact Matt Johnson at 630-455-6022.
Annual cost (4 issues) to advertise is the following:
Business card (2 x 3.5”): $70
Double size (4 x 3.5”): $140
Half Page (4” x 7”): $210
The newsletter is distributed quarterly to over 450
homes, and is posted electronically on the OHA Website,
giving great local advertising exposure at a low cost! An
additional ad space is made available on the Oakwood
website at no additional charge to all advertisers!!

The Village of Westmont Planning and Zoning
Commission meets on the second Wednesday of

The OHA is on Facebook now. Follow us at
http://www.facebook.com/OakwoodHomeownersAssociation
to stay up to date with notices on events and relevant news for our neighborhood.
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Westmont News: From School District 201
the security of the school. There are several plans
being discussed that include moving the school
oﬃce to another part of the building. There is also
considera on of adding a small addi on to create
more of a ves bule to receive visitors. Currently dis‐
trict staﬀ is working with Steve Cashman, architect,
on various scenarios to provide the greatest amount
of security.

Superintendent’s Report
Community Unit School District 201’s commitment
to teaching and learning is even focused on our
youngest learners. For the second year in a row,
ExceleRate Illinois awarded the CUSD 201 Early
Childhood Program was awarded the ExeleRate Illi‐
nois Gold Circle of Quality. This is the highest recog‐
ni on an early childhood program can receive.

The needs at Westmont Junior High are slightly
diﬀerent than the other district facili es. Westmont
Junior High already has a secure entrance. The goal
at the junior high is to improve the educa onal envi‐
ronment and improve security. In the junior high,
there are some classrooms spaces that do not have
four walls or a door. Open classrooms do not pro‐
vide the best educa onal envi‐
ronment and cannot be locked
down in an emergency situa on.
The plan is to enclose the class‐
rooms, which will create teach‐
ing spaces free of outside dis‐
trac ons and rooms that can be
locked in the event of an intrud‐
er.

ExceleRate Illinois is a statewide quality ra ng and
improvement system designed to make con nuous
quality improvement an everyday priority among
early learning providers. The program establishes
standards for helping infants, toddlers and pre‐
school age children develop intellectually, physically,
socially and emo onally. It provides a framework for
early learning professionals to
iden fy opportuni es for im‐
provement, increase their skills
and take steps to make posi ve
changes.
The Gold Circle of Quality recog‐
nizes programs that meet or go
beyond the highest quality goals.
Gold Circle programs have met
the highest quality standards in
three areas: learning environ‐
ment and teaching quality; ad‐
ministra ve standards; and staﬀ
training and educa on. Pro‐
grams are ac vely engaged in con nuous quality
improvement.

Westmont High School provides
the greatest challenge. The High
School does not have a secured
visitor entrance. There are sever‐
al open classrooms that are a
source of distrac on for teaching and learning and
cannot be secured in the event of an emergency. As
a result of the proposed building improvements, all
of the open classrooms will be enclosed and the visi‐
tor entrance will be renovated to provide greater
security.

This summer our focus will be on our schools and
improving the safety, security and learning environ‐
ments of school district buildings. At Miller Elemen‐
tary two plans are being considered. One is to add
doors that will require FOB access to the academic
area. The only way to enter the academic area of
the school will be by district FOB or to be escorted
by a CUSD 201 employee. The second is to move the
oﬃce to the ﬁrst level by the main entrance. This
solu on would also require the art/ music room to
relocated to the space the current oﬃce occupies.

The projects are slated to begin the summer of 2016
and will be completed during the winter of 2016 or
early spring 2017. The es mated cost of the projects
will be $9 million. As the district con nues to work
with our architect and ﬁnalize our plans, infor‐
ma on will be shared with our community.
Kevin Carey
Superintendent, CUSD 201

Manning provides a greater challenge to improve
March, 2016
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President’s Message (continued)
the outstanding dues for collec ons at all‐ me lows (at
least for my tenure). We have a Welcoming Commi ee,
something I’d wanted since I started, thanks to Monika Ro‐
driguez’s eﬀorts to get it oﬀ the ground, and I think that, in
general, our rela onship and communica on with the Vil‐
lage of Westmont is pre y solid again.

(con nued from page 1)

and honest opinion, and to stand up for what I believe in. I
wasn’t looking to leave my mark, I was looking to maintain
some pre y solid momentum. It was Oakwood resident
and our former Village of Westmont Board Member, Bob
Sco , who helped clarify what I found important in what I
was doing there: I wanted Westmont Schools to be some‐
thing our community could be proud of. The kind of thing
that would be men oned when someone sold their home:
“Westmont Schools”. Here we are now, just a few short
years later, and Westmont High School is ranked through
the roof and in a constant state of improvement. I person‐
ally had li le to do with this directly, but it’s an amazing
thing to be a part of.

In the Social Commi ee we have volunteers now that allow
a separate person to coordinate and take ownership of
each of our events. The Moms and Tots group that my wife
joined 11 years ago s ll meets every single week now and
consists of some of my closest friends in the neighborhood.
A new group for another age of kids and parents is in the
process of forming.
Lake Charles, under the leadership of the Lake Management
Commi ee is considered by many to be as healthy as ever,
with a strong ﬁsh popula on and strong eﬀorts to stave oﬀ
algae blooms and ﬁsh kills as had been seen in the past.

It made me think about Oakwood though. I didn’t get in‐
volved with the OHA to leave my mark, but the fact is that
yes, it would be nice to be able to step down, and to show
that the past 10 years invested in our community made a
diﬀerence in some way. I look back at my ﬁrst President’s
Message to you (reprinted on page 16), and see what I had
wanted to achieve. Somewhere along the line though, I
decided that while it’s not necessarily exci ng, what I want‐
ed was to make being an ac ve par cipant in our communi‐
ty something that would be as easy and as rewarding as
possible. I brought some of what I learned on the School
Board regarding mee ng structure to the OHA, and our
monthly mee ngs are so eﬃcient that we are usually able
to cover everything we need to in about an hour, while hav‐
ing some fun along the way. The Annual Mee ng used to
be a gargantuan eﬀort, and is now down to just a few short
hours to plan and prep for. Even our social events have
been made so that the organizer can walk through the ap‐
propriate steps and have a very successful event.

There are so many other things that have evolved and been
introduced over the years that I can’t do them all jus ce in
the me and space I have. But one of the top things I’m
grateful for is that I have a Board of Directors serving with
me who make me so proud to be part of this community.
They are an honor to work with, they bring enjoyable com‐
radery to the mee ngs, they discuss and debate without a
hint of tension, and they have the energy to make change
happen when needed. They are the ones that make step‐
ping down now diﬃcult. I’m not doing so because I want to
be done with the OHA, but because there are other things
that I want to be able to do, and I just need to make room
on my plate for them. I love this community and I love the
people I’ve been blessed to work with here, and I appreci‐
ate that all of you have put up with me for as long as you
have.
So now I’m very hopeful for the future. I’m hopeful that the
momentum that the Board has now is maintained. I’m
hopeful that the next residents to step up will ﬁnd this role
as rewarding and fulﬁlling as I have. I hope that all of you
greet them, and let them know they’re appreciated, be‐
cause without their eﬀorts, many things we love about our
community will go away.

Our website has been brought up to date (a hearty Thank
You to Glen Liljeberg and Jeanie Smith!), we have a Face‐
book presence to help connect and announce relevant
events to all of you, our e‐mail is manageable for the ﬁrst
me in many, many years, and this newsle er is full of con‐
tribu ons from strong community members, passing along
informa on that I’m told by many of you is helpful and of
interest.

So, that’s about it I guess. I’ve tried to keep it short the past
few issues, but before I stepped down there was a lot I
wanted to share with you, my neighbors. Thank you again
for being a community that I have been proud to serve!

We have solid contracts with our vendors at very fair rates,
we have new monuments at both primary entrances
(primarily due to the eﬀorts of Mark Nelson), and we’ve
introduced an adver ser who facilitates bulk rates for lawn
care and snow removal… two things residents had been
asking for for years.

All my very best,
Ma “That’s All Folks!” Johnson
OHA Board President

Our Treasurer, Lyne e Tuggle has our ﬁnances ghtly under
control, and saves us signiﬁcant me and money, and has
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Let’s Not Forget - Past Oak Leaf articles worth seeing again
President’s Message, September, 2007

What can we do as a community to improve the quality of life
for the residents? So many people resurface their driveways
every year or so, and so many people work on landscaping on
their yards, or have their roofs reworked as many of the
homes are reaching the point where that’s necessary. There is
so much poten al here for us to pool together and ﬁnd com‐
panies that would like to come in and provide these services at
bulk rates for us were we organized to do so. There are local
businesses, and businesses that people in Oakwood work for
or own that we could help promote. Adver sing here in the
Oak Leaf newsle er is free for residents… take advantage of it.
And to the residents viewing these ads, help your neighbors
and support them.

I want each of you reading this to stop for a minute, close your
eyes, and think about Oakwood. Think about this neighbor‐
hood, your neighborhood. What does it mean for you to live
here? Why do you live here? Is this a neighborhood you’re
proud to live in? Is it a neighborhood you enjoy? Do you feel
welcome here? Included here? Safe here?
I can’t speak for all of you of course, but I like to believe that
most of the people living in Oakwood value the community
that we have here. There are a lot of wonderful people in our
community, and we’re so close to so much. Lake Charles and Ty
Warner Park are within reasonable walking distance for most
of us, and we’re just minutes away from downtown Westmont,
Oakbrook and Yorktown Malls, and easy transporta on to and
from the city by train or by expressway. We’re right in the mid‐
dle of so much, and then right within Oakwood we have sever‐
al social events that we’re all invited to, including the Oakwood
Summer Barbecue (September 23rd at Ty Warner Park… mark
your calendars!), the Halloween
Party, the Winter Party, the Easter Egg Hunt, and so on. There
are groups and commi ees to get involved with and to social‐
ize with, like the Moms and Tots Group, the Landscaping and
Lake Management Commi ees, and the new Tech Club (which
I have been admi edly slow to get rolling).

What does it take to make Oakwood a be er community? Sur‐
prisingly li le. Yes, it will take some volunteers. It will take
some me here and there, and it will take minor commit‐
ments. But mostly, what it will take is interest, and communi‐
ca on. I’m not asking all of you to volunteer your me. So
many of us are so busy to start with, I know we can’t all pitch
in to do the organizing, but for those that can, they need to
know that there’s interest.
So let us know. Let the OHA Board know. Let me know. I invite
residents to drop me a line at
OHAMa @oakwoodha.org to let me know what you would
like to see. Let me know what you like. Let me know what you
don’t like (but please, do so in a construc ve manner). Let me
know about who you are, what you like to do, and maybe
what you’d like to oﬀer to the community professionally or
socially. Contact informa on for the OHA Board is also on the
website and in this newsle er. Take a moment and thank
those who give their me to make this a be er community by
volunteering their me for the Board or for the several com‐
mi ees, and if you can, take a moment to learn what people
here are doing to make your life be er that you might not
know about.

But Oakwood isn’t perfect. Take another moment to close your
eyes and imagine what you would like Oakwood to be for you.
In a perfect world, what would make Oakwood a be er place
to live? What would add to the pride you might feel when you
tell people you live in Oakwood? What can we do to get
Oakwood there?
There are areas I feel we need to work on. Too many people
don’t know the people who live next door to them. Too many
people s ll feel isolated, or eager for something else within the
community. Something to do. Some way to meet other people
here or to get involved.

Oakwood has so much to oﬀer, and it has so much poten al
for more yet, but it takes being a community, and growing as a
community means communica ng. I look forward to doing
what I can as the OHA Board President to help maintain the
things that we do well, and to expand on what we oﬀer the
residents of this neighborhood. I invite you to take a moment
to say hi to me, and to your neighbor, and I look forward to
mee ng many more of you this year, and in the many years
my family and I plan on living here.

I believe that Oakwood is a community that has a lot to oﬀer,
and that people looking for a home like what they see our com‐
munity oﬀers. Speaking for myself, my family and I sought a
home here a er hearing so many things about the community
within Oakwood. And we’ve loved it. But we’d like it to be
more. I would like to see our community grow in its sense of
community. I would like to see more social events like block
par es where neighbors can come outside their front door and
socialize with the people who live right around them. I would
like to see the return of Road Rallies, Dinner Par es, Wine
Tas ngs, and other smaller social ac vi es that people enjoy
and bring us together. These things aren’t out of reach. They
just take a small amount of ini a ve, a li le get‐up‐and‐go, and
the commitment of the people involved simply to have fun.
March, 2016

Thank you for this opportunity and best regards to you all,
Ma Johnson
OHA Board President
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Oakwood News: 2014 Audit
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Oakwood News: 2014 Audit

March, 2016

19

Oakwood News: 2014 Audit

March, 2016

20

