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Well, the kids are back in school again, 
which is the annual reminder that an-
other summer has come and gone.  I 
hope everyone had an enjoyable sum-
mer and weathered the heat okay.  
We’ve been getting a little more rain 
lately, which is a welcome changeup 
following so much hot, dry weather. 

 

The heat didn’t slow us down, though.  There are a lot of 
changes that have taken place in the neighborhood since 
the last issue, so let’s dig in. 
 

First, a final parting farewell to Brian Cunningham and 
his family.  Brian was an OHA Board member and Com-
munications Chairperson, and his wife, Julie, ran the an-
nual Easter Egg hunt, but they have moved out of Oak-
wood.  I am picking up the reins on Communications, 
with this being my first attempt at the Oak Leaf.  We’ll 
see how this goes. 
 

Next, what you’re holding in your hands just a few short 
months ago we thought might not happen.  The option to 

transition the Oak Leaf to an electronic-
only format was proposed, and 

while many people 
spoke up in favor of 

t h i s  mo ve , 
many others 
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wanted to continue to receive this newsletter to the door, 
and compelling enough arguments were made to convince 
the Board that keeping this in print is worthwhile.  Thank 
you to all of you who spoke up and offered their voices to 
the discussion!  I want to point out that this newsletter is 
made possible in no small part thanks to the companies 
that advertise with us.  I’d like to take a moment to thank 
the following (in alphabetical order), and I encourage you 
to consider and support these local businesses when you 
have the opportunity: 
 

Barry Aluminum 
Dilworth Windows & Doors 
Habian Decorators 
Jaros Insurance 
Kitchens & Spaces, Inc. 
Law Offices of Hubeny and Zaba 
Long Realty 
Michelle's Cleaning Service 
Nelson Design Associates 
Noteworthy Piano Studio 
Park Federal 

 

The biggest cosmetic change within Oakwood was the 
new Oakwood Monuments that went in at the north en-
trance along 35th Street.  Mark Nelson spearheaded this 
project to replace the deteriorating monuments that had 
been there for years prior, and the new ones look fantas-
tic.  This massive undertaking involved multiple design 
considerations, and was the focal point for community 
discussion at the Oakwood Annual Meeting this year.  
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The end result incorporated the original Oakwood signage 
into a clean, classic style monument, tying in a little more 
landscaping.  Please stop by and take a look if you don’t 
typically get to pass by the north entrance, and be sure to 
thank Mark for his efforts on this if you see him. 
 

South of the 35th street entrance, Westmont High School 
underwent some significant changes itself with the addi-
tion of windows at long last.  While a more than welcome 
update for the staff and students, I personally feel it also 
makes the school much more aesthetically pleasing to 
those driving by.  As Westmont High School (WHS) and 
Westmont Junior High School (WJHS) are right in the 
middle of our neighborhood, I think it’s appropriate that 
we include them in this newsletter moving forward, as we 
do various parts of the Village of Westmont, so we’re all 
more aware of what’s transpiring within Oakwood.  Look  
for the new “School District 201 News” section later in 
this issue. 
 

The annual Oakwood end of summer barbecue (aka Oak-
toberfest) is right on top of us, falling on Sunday, Septem-
ber 16th this year.  You should have received a notice in 
the mail already,  but a copy of it is on the reverse of this 
newsletter.  Please be sure to help us plan on having 
enough food on hand by calling or e-mailing in your 
RSVP.  We hope all of you can make it out for this annual 
event.  While certainly family friendly, we’d love to have 
everyone out to say hi and meet some new neighbors. 
 

The biggest unknown at the moment is the fate of the 
Oakwood Fall Garage Sale.  At the time this goes to print, 
a decision has not yet been reached as to whether or not 
an official event will be held.  We will be sure to update 
everyone via the e-mail distribution list.  If you have not 
yet signed up for the e-mail distribution list, you can do 
so at www.oakwoodha.org by clicking the Contact Info 
link on the right and then submitting your information and 
selecting to Join the mailing list. 
 

-Matt “no slowin’ down now” Johnson 
OHA Board President 

Oakwood News 

Discounted Plowing Services Offered to OHA Residents 
 

Given our long term relationship with TJ’s landscaping 
(the landscape contractor that services the Oakwood com-
mon areas), I reached out to the owner to see if he could 
provide a discounted rate on plowing given he already 
does a significant amount of work in the area. I was able 
to negotiate the following pricing grid which offers OHA 
residents very economical prices for plowing services. 
The more residents that sign up, the better pricing we get. 
If you’d like to sign up, please e-mail TJ’s landscaping  at  
tjslandcare@sbcglobal.net and be sure to copy me on the 
message at mneon79@hotmail.com so I can keep tabs on 
how many people are signing up to ensure we get the best 
pricing. Make sure to note you are an OHA resident in the 
e-mail so you’ll count towards the volume discount and 
everyone will benefit. 

Regards, 
Mark Nelson 
OHA Landscape Chair 

Service  < 6 In.  6‐11 In.  ≥ 12 In.  Salt 

Plow <15 houses   $  18.00   $  25.00   $  36.00   $  15.00  

Plow 15‐24 houses   $  14.00   $  20.00   $  28.00   $  12.00  

Plow 25‐49 houses   $  12.00   $  18.00   $  24.00   $  10.00  

Plow 50 + houses   $  10.00   $  15.00   $  20.00   $  10.00  

Shovel front walk/stoop   $  10.00   $  20.00   $  30.00   $  10.00  

http://www.oakwoodha.org�
mailto:tjslandcare@sbcglobal.net�
mailto:mneon79@hotmail.com�
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Oakwood News 

Additional Bubblers Added to Lake Charles 
 
The Lake Management Committee recommended addi-
tional bubblers for Lake Charles and the OHA board 
approved the bubbler project. The cost of the project 
was ~$12,600, which was funded with anonymous vol-
untary contributions from the OHA community and 
OHA reserves (OHA reserves remain in excess of 
$100,000 after the bubbler and monument projects). 
Voluntary donations and supplier discounts totaled 
~$5,000. Further, a large portion of the bubbler cost 
was offset by the 35th street sign project coming in 
~$10,000 less than expected.   
 
The main reason for needing additional bubblers is our 
switch in algae treatment methods. Prior to three years 
ago, we exclusively used copper sulfate which did not 
work well because you needed to wait for mats of algae 
to float to the surface before you could kill it. As a re-
sult, the lake would sometimes be 20-30% covered 
with algae before the copper sulfate treatment began 
working. Also, copper sulfate when used in mass quan-
tity is very hard on a lake's ecosystem (kills inverte-
brates and can restrict fish spawning).  
  
Three years ago we switched to blue dye being our pri-
mary method of preventing algae, which shades out 
sunlight and prevents photosynthesis from taking place 
in water deeper than 3-4 feet. Any algae along the 
shoreline is sprayed with copper sulfate. This method 
has worked extremely well and our lake has looked 
great over the past three years. The issue that we now 
face is that oxygen is produced through photosynthesis 
and with minimal plant life and algae growing in the 
lake, oxygen levels dipped materially over the past 
three years. Without the existing bubblers, which artifi-
cially produce oxygen, there would likely have been 
fish kills over the past few summers and there have 
been numerous fish kills reported on bodies of water in 
Illinois this summer, which has not yet happened to 
Lake Charles (knock on wood!).  
  
The Lake Committee and McCloud (our Algae treat-
ment contractor) monitors oxygen levels every two 
weeks during the summer and while the oxygen levels 
the last few summers have been enough for fish to sur-
vive, the oxygen levels have dipped to concerning low 
levels, which puts stress on the fish and significantly 
increases the risk of a massive fish kill similar to what 
happened in 2005 in Lake Charles. We've actually 

needed to stop treating the algae at times over the past 
few summers because our oxygen levels were at dan-
gerously low levels.  
  
The LMC believes that if we continue to allow low 
oxygen levels it significantly increases the risk of hav-
ing a fish kill and bubblers are the one way to increase 
oxygen levels significantly without sacrificing using 
the dye which has made our lake enjoyable and beauti-
ful for so many residents. 
 
The project added 8 additional bubblers, which gives 
Lake Charles 16 bubblers in total (1 per acre), which is 
the recommended number of bubblers for Lake Charles 
by the Department of Natural Resources and the con-
tractor that will be installing the bubblers. Due to cost 
constraints back in 2005, we were only able to install 
eight bubblers (vs. the recommended 16 bubblers).  
 
There are many additional benefits to bubblers such as 
improved water clarity, reduced pond sediment, re-
duced algae blooms and reduced pond odor. All these 
benefits improve the overall appearance of Lake 
Charles which is one of largest assets in the Oakwood 
Community and has a direct impact on all home values 
throughout Oakwood.  
  
Best Regards, 
Lake Management Committee and OHA Board 

Jaros Insurance 
Downers Grove, IL 

 

 Independent agent/broker representing many 
quality companies 

 
 Writing broker for Oakwood Homeowners 

Association for over 10 years 
 

AUTO*HOME*BUSINESS*LIFE*HEALTH 
 

Call me for a free, competitive quote! 
 

Wes Jaros 

630-963-2280 
 

AAA, Auto Owners, Blue Cross, General Casualty, 
Hartford, Met Home & Auto, Progressive, Safeco, 

Travelers, & more 
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Oakwood News 

OHA 35th St. Monuments- Final Update 
 

As most of you have seen by now, the monuments, land-
scaping and lighting at the 35th St. entrance are complete. 
Based on the comments that have been made from OHA 
residents, everyone seems to be happy with the new look 
of the entrance. 
 

For those of you that are new to the community, this has 
been a year long project by the OHA board to replace the 
existing monuments which were starting to fall apart after 
many years of use. The new monuments were designed in 
an economical manner while keeping the focus on some-
thing that looks nice and ties into the main Ogden Avenue 
entrance. 
 

The OHA board finished the project for a total cost of 
~$25,000.  The  cost  is  roughly  $5,000  less  than  the 
$30,000  budget  and  roughly  $10,000  less  than  the 
$35,000 expected cost if the foundation needed repair 
work (which it ended up needing). This was achieved 
through an exhausting competitive bid process to over 12 
reputable contractors (eight bids were submitted) and the 
OHA board’s success in getting the contractor of choice 
to reduce his price significantly to the lowest bid for both 
the monuments and landscaping. 
 

The other significant cost saving was my brother (Matt 
Nelson- Nelson Design Associates) put together the pro-
fessional architectural drawings of the monuments and 
landscaping for a small fraction of the market cost and 
provided a ridiculous amount of pro bono hours on nights 
and weekends (after his regular work day was over) re-
viewing the competitive bids and overseeing the entire 
project from start to finish. Being able to utilize a profes-
sional landscape architect with over a decade of experi-
ence for essentially no cost was one of the huge drivers of 
keeping the costs down. An advertisement for Nelson De-
sign Associates is in the Oak Leaf. 
 

The other person I would like to recognize is John Ware 
from Ware Group. Ware Group was the contractor that 
the board selected given his experience, knowledge (also 
a professional landscape architect), and professionalism 
throughout the bidding process. John went above and be-
yond (adding much needed drain tiles behind the signs for 
no additional cost) and repairing the foundation for mini-
mal incremental cost. An advertisement for the Ware 
Group is also in the Oak Leaf. 
 

The board would like to thank both Matt and John for 
their efforts and I can finally exhale…this effort has taken 
way too much time away from my family, but it definitely 
feels good to see the completed project! 
 

Regards, Mark Nelson. OHA Landscape Chair 

PUBLIC NOTICE - ABANDONED BOATS 
 
There are three abandoned boats located in the OHA 
LOCK & DOCK area: 
 
1. White Dingy 
2. Purple Kayak 
3. White Styrofoam Sail Boat 
 
Pursuant to the Common Area Rules, these boats will be 
disposed of if not claimed within fifteen days after notice 
is placed in this Oak Leaf.   These boats are considered 
abandoned as the boat is not registered and the owner 
cannot be identified.  Each of these boats has been locked 
since July 9 and has not been claimed by the owner.   To 
claim your boat, contact the OHA by e-mail at 
OHA@oakwoodha.org or call Ken Brennan at (630) 743-
9417. 

The Common Area Rules are published in the bi-annual 
OHA Directory and are available on line at 
www.oakwoodha.org. 

mailto:OHA@oakwoodha.org�
http://www.oakwoodha.org�
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Oakwood News 

Hey!  Who’s Keith A Becker? 
 

Back in 2010, the Village of Westmont assigned an hon-
orary street name to the S-Curve of Blackhawk Drive 
connecting  to  Oakwood  Drive  and  wrapping  around 
Westmont Jr. High School.  Since that time, it has borne 
the  “Honorary Keith A. Becker Dr.” under the Black-
hawk Dr. sign plates. 
 

Those not active with the schools, especially going back 
several years, may wonder who Keith A Becker was.  Mr. 
Becker was the principal at WJHS for 23 years, starting in 
1977 and running until his retirement in 2000. 
 

Mr. Becker was a very well liked and well respected edu-
cator, known for doing whatever it took to help the chil-
dren of Westmont Jr. High School.  After a multi-year 
battle with cancer, Mr. Becker passed away in 2004.   
 

Prior to the motion to name the street in his honor, there 
was serious consideration to renaming the Junior High 
itself in his name.  This kind of action however is consid-
erably costly, and was deemed cost prohibitive for the 
time, especially in such a down economy.  
 

There are a number of good articles on Mr. Becker that I 
recommend reading if you have a few minutes.  Doing a 
search for Keith A Becker at www.chicagotribune.com 
and  www.mysuburbanlife.com  will  provide  excellent 
background on him and the process of this street honorary 
being put in place.  
 

Throughout that 23 years that Keith A Becker served as 
principal at WJHS, he would end the announcements each 
day with “Make yourself a good day.”  What an inspiring 
way to tell kids that each day is what we make of it, and 
so  in his memory I challenge each of you to do the same. 
 

-Matt Johnson 
OHA Board President 

 Meet the Board 
 

Name: Matt Johnson 
Board Member Since: 2006 
Favorite Quote: “Life moves pretty fast.  
You don’t stop and look around once in a 
while, you could miss it.” - Ferris Buel-
ler’s Day Off 
 

About Matt: Matt, his wife Yvette and his two kids have 
lived in Oakwood for 9 years.  Matt has a bachelors of sci-
ence degree in Industrial Engineering from Purdue Univer-
sity, and specializes in process and systems optimization, 
currently working in rail fleet management and consulting.  
Matt enjoys problem solving, collecting, gaming, and draw-
ing. 
 

Why is Matt on the OHA Board of Directors?:  “I’ve always 
been a firm believer in the need to get involved if you want 
to keep something running strong, or if you want to make 
things better.  If you don’t get involved, you lose the right to 
complain.  We love living in Oakwood, and the sense of 
community here, however what really inspired me was an 
article Jerry Harlow wrote for the Oak Leaf back in June of 
2004 titled “A Trip Down Memory Lane” (reprinted near the 
end of this newsletter).  This really showed me what a com-
munity could be, and motivated me to get involved.”  

ADVERTISE HERE  
 

For information on how to advertise in the Oak Leaf             
please email OHA@oakwoodha.org or contact Matt Johnson 
at 630-455-6022. 
 

Annual cost (4 issues) to advertise is the following: 
Business card: $60 
Double size: $120 
Half Page: $180 
Full Page:$250 
 

The newsletter is distributed quarterly to over 450 homes, and 
is distributed electronically and posted to the OHA Website, 
giving great local advertising exposure at a low cost! 
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Westmont News 

From the Westmont Planning & Zon-
ing Commission 
 

The summer months provided a few 
opportunities for business development, 
but nothing compared to 4-8 years 
back! 
 

Our May meeting featured a potential 
purchase of the old Fuller’s self Service car wash located 
across the street from Jewel.  The prospective buyer is the 
local owner of Pet Supplies Plus located on the west side 
of Cass Avenue on Ogden.  Plans call for a 7000 square 
foot stand alone building resulting in an expanded selec-
tion of pet care products.  The facility appears to be well 
designed and if sales increase, the Village should also see 
an increase of sales tax revenue.  As this was a May 
agenda item, the potential purchase has occurred, the Vil-
lage Board has approved the plan and it is now awaiting 
engineering approval from the Village of Westmont 
Building Department.  Expect construction to begin very 
soon! 
 

We also approved signage requests for Shell - Circle K 
that recently took over the Jewel gas station and conven-
ience store as part of the parent company’s strategy to exit 
the gasoline business.  The original change over occurred 
nearer the first of the year. 
 

June’s agenda had a display car expansion request by 
Lexus and an addition to the Mercedes Benz parking lot 
involving the old Village Well Site.  Both were recom-
mended to the Village board. 
 

Both July and August had the Planning & Zoning Com-
mission debating the merit of creating a firewood storage 
ordinance.  Brought about by two homeowners in the 
southwest portion of our Village, it was found that no 
regulations exist pertaining to the storage of firewood.  
After reviewing the testimony and debating among our 
commission, P&Z declined to recommend to the Village 
Board any ordinance.  Early the next month, the Village 
Board did create a simple and realistic firewood ordi-

nance. 
 

Passage of this ordinance set the stage for a homeowner 
appeal of notice of violation in front of the P&Z Commis-
sion.  In my over 8 years on P&Z, this was our first ap-
peal.  I am glad to say that discussions between all parties 
continued during the meeting with other agenda items 
being handled first, and minutes before calling this item 
forward, a settlement was reached between all three par-
ties.  It is always nice to see parties working together! 
 

Not much else really is occurring pertaining our Oakwood 
Community! 
 

New openings include a beautifully displayed Play It 
Again Sports in the west side of the Georgia Carpets 
building.  Relocated from Downers Grove, the store fea-
tures a huge selection of gently used sports equipment.  
Also new to the scene, Bakersfield Restaurant opened on 
May 1st.  Owned by the group that brought us the Stan-
dard Market, the restaurant features an upscale interior, 
beautiful patio dining options and an American menu of 
wood grilled steaks, seafood and specials. Further west on 
Ogden, the new O’Reilly’s Auto Part store is now open in 
the old Blockbuster building. 
 

Several changes have occurred or are coming to down-
town as the shuffle of smaller businesses continues.  One 
of interest MAY be the re-establishment of an old Chi-
cago name, Fasano Pies to our downtown.  Several more 
in process... 
 

The Village of Westmont Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 
7:00pm in the Village Hall.  All meetings are televised 
live on local cable access channel 6 and then replayed at 
10:00am Monday through Friday.  Agenda items are then 
sent to the Village Board with the comments of the Com-
mission for final disposition. You can also view the 
agenda on the Village website – www.westmont.il.gov.  
The next meeting will take place Octobe10th – tune in! 
 

Gregg Pill – Oakwood Resident 

http://www.westmont.il.gov/�
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Westmont News 

From Bob Scott 

I hope all of you enjoyed this past sum-
mer.  I am writing this article as a private 
citizen this time and not as a Village 
Trustee. News items around the village 
start with the upcoming election this No-
vember. Besides the national & state is-
sues, we here in Westmont will see a ref-

erendum on the ballot concerning our Home Rule status. As 
a Trustee I am prevented to give my personal opinion on 
Home Rule, but as a private citizen, I can. Home Rule is on 
the ballet because our population count went below the nec-
essary total of 25,000 residents to have it. When that hap-
pens, the question “Should we cease (stop) being a Home 
Rule community” has to be put on the next ballot as a refer-
endum.  For those who are asking, “What is Home Rule?”   

POWERS OF HOME RULE UNITS 

    (a)  A County which has a chief executive officer elected 
by the electors of the county and any municipality which has 
a population of more than 25,000 are home rule units. Other 
municipalities may elect by referendum to become home rule 
units. Except as limited by this Section, a home rule unit may 
exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to 
its government and affairs including, but not limited to, the 
power to regulate for the protection of the public health, 
safety, morals and welfare; to license; to tax; and to incur 
debt. 

Basically, it allows communities and its citizens such as 
ours, to have more control over what happens in Westmont, 
instead of the politicians in Springfield (Madigan & Culler-
ton) who are unfamiliar with our problems. We then have 
the ability to determine “our” own future. No new extensive 
powers are granted, but the authority to govern is merely 
shifted from state to local officials. Why does it make any 
difference? Because if you don’t like the way the Village 
Board is doing something, you can vote them out. You can’t 
get rid of the people in Springfield, (Madigan & Cullerton) 
who are controlling the state. It’s pretty much that simple.  

The job of the Village is to provide services to its residents. 
One aspect of Home Rule allows the Village Board to help 

spread the financial($$)burden of those services (fire-police-
public works) onto people who purchase goods here in town, 
but may live elsewhere. (Example: Gasoline Tax)  Any visi-
tor driving through Westmont, working in Westmont, or 
buying a car in Westmont, who stops to buy gas, helps in 
providing services to “our” community. This method helps 
shift some of the tax burdens to non-residents.  The more 
they spend, the less we have to. If this wasn’t possible, then 
more of the burden would fall on you the residents. Just re-
member that over 70% of your property tax bill goes to the 
schools, which leaves less than 30% to fund public services 
(fire, police, and public works). 

Home Rule also allows the ability to provide our fellow resi-
dents living in rental apartments safer places to live. This is 
done by requiring landlords to be licensed and to have to 
adhere to a set of guidelines when it comes to the conditions 
of their buildings. It was our fellow residents who live in the 
apartments that asked the village Board for help on this is-
sue. With almost ½ our community being rental, this is an 
important issue for all concerned.   

Now someone must be asking, “What’s the downside?”  It 
allows local government greater discretion to generate reve-
nues through issuing bonds and increased taxes. Westmont 
has historically asked for public input before making any 
major decisions concerning the community. This is your 
opportunity to advise what you do, and what you don’t want 
to happen. There have only been 4 towns to rescind Home 
Rule in Illinois, and as of now there are 209 towns that are 
home rule, and climbing. (More local control & less state)  

As I stated before, I am writing this article as a private citi-
zen because I care about what happens to our community. If 
we lose Home Rule, the Village could very well lose at least 
$2 Million plus dollars from our budget. There will be a 
definite change in services in the village. To keep the great 
level of public service (public works & public safety) that 
we all enjoy now, means that Westmont should not cease 
being a Home Rule community.  

In my opinion, this is the most serious issue we have 
faced as a community. 

I’ve included some websites that have further information: 

http://municipalconsultant.com/uploads/Home%20Rule%
20Overview.pdf 

http://www.cgsniu.org/portfolio/policy_profiles/pdf/
policy_v1n1.pdf 

http://www.ilga.gov/commission/lrb/con7.htm 

Please feel free to contact me or any of the Village Board 
with questions you may have. 

Bob Scott 
Oakwood Resident 
708-227-7268 

LAW OFFICES OF HUBENY & ZABA, L.L.C. 
Jack Hubeny, your Oakwood neighbor since 1974 
Concentrating in: 

Located at:  200 E Chicago Ave. Ste. 200, Westmont 
Phone # (630) 455-0500 Fax # (630) 455-0505 
Email: John@hubenylaw.com 
www.westmontattorneys.com 

Estate Planning Real Estate Law 

 Probate Corporate and Business Law 

http://municipalconsultant.com/uploads/Home%20Rule%20Overview.pdf�
http://municipalconsultant.com/uploads/Home%20Rule%20Overview.pdf�
http://municipalconsultant.com/uploads/Home%20Rule%20Overview.pdf�
http://municipalconsultant.com/uploads/Home%20Rule%20Overview.pdf�
http://www.cgsniu.org/portfolio/policy_profiles/pdf/policy_v1n1.pdf�
http://www.cgsniu.org/portfolio/policy_profiles/pdf/policy_v1n1.pdf�
http://www.cgsniu.org/portfolio/policy_profiles/pdf/policy_v1n1.pdf�
http://www.cgsniu.org/portfolio/policy_profiles/pdf/policy_v1n1.pdf�
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/lrb/con7.htm�
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School District 201 News 

  Editor’s Note:  With the Westmont Junior and Senior 
High Schools in the middle of the Oakwood community, 
we’ve reached out to School and School Board Officials 
to help us keep you informed of events within our 
neighborhood.  Many thanks to Gary Anderson for pro-
viding this article to us on such short notice! 
 

This summer the district moved forward 
with facility upgrades for our schools.  
The more visible work is on the High 
School with the addition of 54 windows 
to provide natural light into most of the 
classrooms.  New boilers were added 
also. 
 

The elementary schools received new libraries with me-
dia/computer rooms, and some classrooms were updated 
so all classrooms are now equipped with air conditioning.  
The South School building has been repurposed and will 
be the new home of the administration offices and the 
Early Childhood / First Start programs. 
 
With the new school year there will be lots of activities 
for our Junior high and Senior high students.  For a full 
calendar of sports, concerts, and events please visit 

www.cusd201.org and click on the school to find their 
calendar.  One of the best to attend events will be the 
homecoming parade on Thursday, October 4th in down-
town Westmont. The parade starts around 6:30pm and 
marches down Cass Ave, starting at Burlington Ave.  
Come and show your Sentinel Pride by lining the streets 
and cheering on our Sentinels. Then treat the family to 
one of the fine restaurants for dinner in the downtown 
area.  The Homecoming game is the next day, Friday the 
5th.  The first game starts at 5:30pm… Come on Sentinels, 
BEAT Lisle! 
 
If you want to enjoy a night of great music, one of the 
more unique events in our district is the Jazz Café.  It is 
Thursday, October 18th from 7– 9 pm at the High School. 
It is a wonderful display of the musical talents we have 
here in 201, please stop by and enjoy. 
 
There are so many wonderful events to support and par-
ticipate in here in 201.  Please come and be a part of our 
Small schools Large opportunities.   THANKS! 
 
Gary Armstrong 
School District 201 Board Member 
GArmstrong@cusd201.org 

http://www.cusd201.org�
mailto:GArmstrong@cusd201.org�
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A Trip Down Memory Lane 

(Reprinted from the June, 2004 Oak Leaf, available at 
www.oakwoodha.org/files/oakleaf/2004-06.pdf ) 
 

A couple of weeks ago, an old friend was in town, a 
friend I use to work with in the early eighties.  When I 
first bumped into him, it reminded me of a conversation 
we had when he and his family were looking for a new 
home and he asked me to describe the sub-development 
where I lived.  At first, I started describing it physically: I 
talked about the lake in the center, the curved streets and 
the houses that line them.  Then I stopped and thought a 
few moments, then decided this wasn’t what Oakwood 
was about at all.  I then told him that what made Oak-
wood unique was that it was like a very small town, but 
located within a larger town called Westmont. 

“What do you mean?” he asked. 

“Oakwood is a place where you know most of your 
neighbors, where you have lots of friends, where every-
one enjoys themselves and where everyone is willing to 
step in and help.” 

“Give me some examples?” he replied. 

“Well, there are kids’ parties, for one.  We have an Easter 
egg hunt on the beach each year where the kids really go 
crazy looking for eggs. It takes a lot of work by many 
people to color all the eggs, plan the 

games, buy prizes, and run the games and the egg hunt, 
but when you see that special look on a three year-old’s 
face, it’s all worth it.  On Halloween, all the children 
dress up in costumes and meet at the Beach.  We have a 
Halloween parade down Oakwood Drive with everyone 
standing along the curb cheering.  The parade ends at the 
Junior High School, where games and treats are provided 
for all ages.  The same thing is done during the Christmas 
season, but without the parade.  I played Santa for a cou-
ple of these parties and it was great!  For the older kids, 
there is a Junior High Social Group with activities aimed 
at that specific age group. My wife and I really had fun 
running a scavenger hunt for them one year.  They rode 
around the neighborhood on their bikes finding items on a 
list.  Another time we took them all to a haunted house – 
talk about a challenge! 

“What about the adults?” he asked. 

“Well, the children’s parties are also for adults, since it’s 
a good time to meet your neighbors and friends, but we 
also have events just for the older generation.”  I replied, 
“We have an Oakwood Dinner Group where four couples 
meet once a month at each other’s houses.  One couple 

provides the main course, another the vegetable, and an-
other the dessert and wine.  At the end of the year, we 
have a large cookout where everyone comes. One year I 
cooked an entire pig in my back yard on a spit.  It took 
twenty-four hours to cook. During the night, several guys 
volunteered to stand watch on the pig. They sat around, 
talked, and kept the fire going while I slept.  We also have 
a Road Rally each Halloween, a dinner dance during the 
summer, and a golf outing for those who love to hit that 
little white ball around.” 

“So is it just everyone having fun and getting to know 
other people in Oakwood?” he asked. 

“No, it’s more.  Oakwood has a Homeowners Association 
and several committees, all of which are made up of vol-
unteers.  It is true the volunteers plan all the above parties, 
but they also do the work required to keep Oakwood 
healthy.  These volunteers take care of the lake in the 
middle of the sub- division, our beach on the lake, the 
landscaping in the common areas, the bookkeeping and 
most other functions that are required to keep the subdivi-
sion healthy. 

“Oakwood really sounds like a great place to live!” he 
replied. 

“It really is!” I said. 

As we talked during his recent visit, the conversation 
from twenty years earlier was mentioned.  He turned to 
me and said, “I see you still live in 

Oakwood.  Do you still have all the fun and have the vol-
unteers you used to have? 

I shook my head sadly and replied,  “ No, unfortunately 
we don’t.” 

“Why not?”  he asked. 

“Now days, a lot of people are just too busy to find the 
time to volunteer a little effort for their kids or the com-
munity.  The Homeowners Association always puts 
money aside to pay for parties but most of the time no one 
steps forward to help plan or run them.  Oakwood is down 
to one active committee which takes care of the lake. Eve-
rything else has to be hired out since no one will volun-
teer.” 

“That’s too bad!” my friend replied, “Especially since it is 
the children of Oakwood who suffer as a result!” 
Jerry Harlow 
 

Editor’s Note:  Oakwood is once again proud to have sev-
eral active committees, including Lake Management, 
Landscape, Social, and Communications, all run by vol-
unteers, though more are always welcome!   
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