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President’s Message 
Okay, so... 
As I’m si ng down to write this, it oc-
curs to me that this is my 34th 
“President’s Message” to my neighbors 
in Oakwood. 

It’s no secret that this is my last term 
on the OHA Board, and as I’m winding down, I’m finding 
that the people of Oakwood are making this very hard 
for me.  The challenge is that I love this community, and 
we have a lot of wonderful people here.  Oakwood resi-
dents play a key role in so much of what goes on in all of 
Westmont.  It’s nearly impossible to par cipate in a com-
munity event without Oakwood neighbors being behind 
the scenes in some capacity.  I’ve been very fortunate to 
get to know so many of you and to work along side many 
of you to try to keep our community great.  While we’ve 
had our bumps and challenges, in general the people I’ve 
go en to serve with have made it an absolute pleasure, 
and while none of us do this for any personal gain, we all 
hope that the community feels that much more connect-

ed through some of our efforts. 

Your current OHA Board of 
Directors is a very 

high func oning 
group, and 

by that I 
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mean that there is fantas c synergy.  Communica on is 
open and produc ve, and we manage to get a lot done 
very efficiently, and at the same me have a lot of fun.  
This past week we finalized our 2016 budget in under an 
hour.  There was prepara on and discussion, but it was 
fluid and we all knew where we needed to be.  And we 
did it without cu ng corners, and without raising your 
dues.  (I know, many of you comment on how low our 
dues are, but we want to be sure to be responsible with 
the money and the tasks we’re assigned)  

There’s a lot going on all around us.  This newsle er is a 
tradi on I’ve been proud to be a part of, and I think that 
over me we’ve really go en it to be something special.  
Sure, we hit and miss with the content some mes, but 
we have so many regular contribu ons from people right 
here in Oakwood and Westmont that really let us know 
what’s going on.  It’s hard to pay a en on to everything, 
so I’m thrilled with what people have contributed to us 
here over me, and I believe that if you’re reading this, 
you have a good snapshot into some really great things 
taking place all around you. 

I’m keeping this one short, but I have one more to go 
before I hand over the reigns.  In April we’ll be looking 
for some new faces to join the Board.  If you’re interest-
ed, reach out to one of us and we’d be happy to tell you 
more about it. 

We wish you all a safe and wonderful Holiday season! 
 
-Ma  “like a bowl full of jelly” Johnson 
OHA Board President 
 

The Oak Leaf 
www.OakwoodHA.org 
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Oakwood - Updates 

Keep it clean, Oakwood! 

Help keep our neighborhood clean by considering 
some of these ps for trash day: 

-Don't overfill your container.  Make sure you have 
a lid and it can fully seat on the container.  Your 
garbage person will thank you too!   

-Call for special pick-ups if needed. 
-Purchase addi onal s ckers if over the allowed 

(2) containers. 
-Don't put loose debris in the container.  Bundle 

and/or bag & e it first. 
-Come winter, shovel a spot so your container can 

sit flat and avoid p over. 
-Too li le/lightweight trash and your container 

can p over & spill.  Consider holding off ll next 
week or use a neighbors' half empty container. 

-Don't put trash out too early (put out the morning 
of).  Animals easily climb into and p containers 
and rip through bags.   

-Don't put trash out too early #2 -especially recy-
cling containers which usually contain light-
weight plas cs and paper materials that easily 
blow in the wind. 

-Call your u lity company and inquire or check 
online about appliance recycling.  They may give 
you money for it! 

-Pick up any garbage you see around the neighbor-
hood. 

For more waste and recycling informa on, such as 
schedules and specialty pick-up programs, you can 
visit:  h p://www.westmont.illinois.gov/index.aspx?
NID=221 
 
-Lou  Ricciardi 
 

In This Issue: 

We have a LOT of material this month!  Here’s a 
summary of what to look forward to in this issue: 
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Moms and Tots Group: 

It was exci ng to have several of our mom and tot 
families finally come together on a Sunday a er-
noon to enjoy some good food and even be er 
company! The kids seemed to really enjoy each oth-
er and other than one fall from the seesaw, every-
one seemed to walk away unharmed.  Hopefully we 
can all get together again soon!  Next we are hoping 
to maybe get a group together to get out and see 
the Zoo lights for the holidays!  We are s ll working 
out some ming kinks on play dates during the 
week.  Hopefully we can figure out some mes that 
work for the majority.  Some of the moms and tots 
have been mee ng up on Thursday's at the library, 
keep an eye out for the new winter schedule as 

mes and dates have changed!   We are always 
open to new families that are interested in joining 
our group, please contact  me by e-mail at 
chrzaszcz66@hotmail.com if you are interested in 
ge ng on our email and communica on list.   
-Monika 
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LAW OFFICES OF HUBENY & ZABA, L.L.C. 
Jack Hubeny, your Oakwood neighbor since 1974 
Concentrating in: 

Located at:  200 E Chicago Ave. Ste. 200, Westmont 
Phone # (630) 455-0500 Fax # (630) 455-0505 
Email: John@hubenylaw.com 
www.westmontattorneys.com 

Estate Planning Real Estate Law 

 Probate Corporate and Business Law 

Oakwood - Updates 

WELCOME! WELCOME!  
 

Welcome to the new homeowners in 
Oakwood!  The Welcoming Commi ee was busy this 
month welcoming eight new homeowners to our 
subdivision.  For those that were home, it was great 
mee ng you.  For those that we missed, we le  a 
welcome package at your door.  We hope you en-
joyed your treat and look forward to seeing you at 
one of our next events. If we for some reason 
missed visi ng your home, please contact us at 
 info@oakwoodha.org so we can make sure you re-
ceive our welcome package. 
 
If anyone is interested in dona ng items to be in-
cluded in our welcome package for new residents 
here in Oakwood, please contact us. The Welcoming 
Commi ee is always looking for addi onal items 
that would be helpful for new residents to say hello 
and welcome them to the community.  If you are a 
new resident and can think of addi onal infor-
ma on that you think would be helpful to be includ-
ed in our welcome packages, please also contact us 
with your great ideas! 
 
The Welcoming Commi ee is wishing everyone a 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS and a healthy and exci ng New 
Year!  We hope you enjoy your first winter here in 
Oakwood!  
 
-Monika 

Bringing Light to Oakwood Streets! 

If you’re out a er dark, you’ve no doubt no ced 
that the Oakwood entrances at Ogden and 35th 
street are warmly decorated for the holidays.  While 
we love what we’ve done in the past, we had nu-
merous requests to go a li le bigger, and I think we 
nailed it.  They look beau ful, and if you haven’t 
seen them yet, make a point of checking them out.  
Thank you to Mark Nelson for spearheading this 
effort. 

On the topic of lights, we’ve been reques ng feed-
back from residents looking for sugges ons on how 
to repair or replace their gas lamps.  Oakwood resi-
dent Mary Nowinski  
was kind enough to 
share the following: 

“All hardware stores 
keep the gas mantels in 
stock and they are not 
that expensive.  Pollack 
Glass in downtown 
Westmont will cut new 
glass panels if you bring 
in one of the intact 
panels.” 

Thanks, Mary!! 

Oakwood - Welcoming Committee 
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Oakwood - Social Committee 

Oakwood has been busy with the serious business of 
having fun lately! 

 At the end of October we had our Annual 
Oakwood Halloween Party (see pictures to the 
right).  We had a great turnout, and everyone 
had fun. 

 In 2016, be on the lookout for our 2nd Annual 
Oakwood Bowling Ou ng to be at the end of 
March (date TBD).  We will be sending postcards 
and e-mails, as well as announcing this in the 
next Oak Leaf, so stay tuned! 

 Go out and get your 2016 calendar so you can 
mark Sunday, August 21st as our next Oakwood 
End of Summer BBQ over at Ty Warner Park! 

 Also in 2016, Oakwood will be coordina ng a 
holiday decora ng contest of some sort.  We’re 
looking for ideas on how best to do this, so if 
you have any, let us know by dropping us an e-
mail at info@oakwoodha.org. 

 Be sure to watch for the postcards we’re sending 
out for Oakwood events.  We’ve go en lots of 
good feedback on this approach, coupled with e-
mail and FaceBook no ces, but some people say 
they’re not aware of the events, and we suspect 
they’re not seeing what the postcards are for.  
Below is the one we sent out for the Halloween 
party.  

 Last, but certainly not least, the Social Com-
mi ee is looking for a new chairperson.  Our in-
terim chair has been coordina ng for several 
years, and we’d like to get others involved.  If 
interested, e-mail info@oakwoodha.org for 
more informa on. 

Have a great Holi-
day Season, 
Oakwood! 
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Discounted Plowing Offered to Oakwood Residents 

 
TJ’s landscaping is offering the following volume dis-
count rates to Oakwood residents: 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year we hit the 34-37 home range.  Watch our 
Sponsors page at www.oakwoodha.org for updates 
on the number of par cipants to this program. 

To sign up for the service, e-mail John at TJ’s at 
tjslandcare@sbcglobal.net 

 

Jaros Insurance 
Downers Grove, IL 

 

 Independent agent/broker representing many 
quality companies 

 
 Writing broker for Oakwood Homeowners 

Association for over 10 years 
 

AUTO*HOME*BUSINESS*LIFE*HEALTH 
 

Call me for a free, competitive quote! 
 

Wes Jaros 

630-963-2280 
 

AAA, Auto Owners, Blue Cross, General Casualty, 
Hartford, Met Home & Auto, Progressive, Safeco, 

Travelers, & more 

Oakwood - Communications Committee 

The Oakwood Communica ons Commi ee is tasked 
with keeping Oakwood residents in the know with 
what’s going on in our neighborhood.  We do this in 
several ways: 

 Oak Leaf Newsle er 

 The Oakwood website: www.oakwoodha.org 

 E-mail no ces (please send an e-mail to us at 
info@oakwoodha.org to be added to our mailing 
list) 

 FaceBook:h p://www.facebook.com/
OakwoodHomeownersAssocia on  

 Postcard mailings 

Many thanks to Jeanie Smith for managing the web-
site and the FaceBook page.  Residents selling their 
homes should note that we will be adding a page to 
the site direc ng them on where all the materials  
the buyer may request can be found, and direc ng 
them on how to obtain a clearance le er.  We’ll an-
nounce more as we get it going. 

We’d also  like to take a moment to thank West-
mont based Sheer Graphics for doing such a great 
job with prin ng our Oak Leaf newsle ers.  They 
have provided quick service and always do an excel-
lent job at a very compe ve rate.  Our thanks for 
their great work is very overdue. 

Residents should note that the OHA does NOT have 
an office.  The address at 4 E. Ogden avenue is a 
mailbox inside the UPS Store within Jewel-Osco, but 
is not an office.  Over me we hear reports of peo-
ple looking for us there, but we have an all-
volunteer Board and no office space. 

We get a number of ques ons about Westmont pol-
icy, or with requests to rec fy something.  While 
we’re happy to help, know that the Village of West-
mont website may save you some me and energy.  
Visit www.westmont.illinois.gov/ and click the 
"Report a Concern" Link for a variety of ways to get 
feedback on a slew of topics. 

Stay in touch, Oakwood! 
-Ma  Johnson 
OHA Communica ons Chair 

Service < 6 In. 6-11 In. ≥ 12 In. Salt 

Plow <15 houses $20 $29 $42 $18 

Plow 15-24 houses $17 $24 $34 $15 

Plow 25-49 houses $15 $22 $30 $12 

Plow 50 + houses $13 $18 $25 $12 

Shovel front walk/stoop $12 $24 $36 $12 
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Oakwood - Lake Management Committee 

Lake Charles – A New Management Contractor 

Like most urban lakes and ponds Lake Charles is in need 
of constant a en on or its beauty and tranquility would 
be lost to over growth by invasive and natural aqua c 
plants along with explosive algae blooms resul ng from 
the run off of nitrogen, phosphorous rich lawn fer lizer 
which make its way quickly to the lake through our storm 
sewers. There is a fine balancing act between managing 
an urban lake, its inhabitants and aqua c foliage or hav-
ing a dead sea so to speak that looks nice on the surface 
but is unproduc ve below.  A lake may be similar to a 
forest in so much as when you remove all the plants and 
trees there is nothing le  to create oxygen or habitat for 
the wild life to survive.  Essen ally the primary compo-
nents of the ecosystem are gone and at this point the 
lake becomes an unproduc ve hole in the ground full of 
water void of plant life except for mul ple types of algae 
which can literally cover the lake in as li le as a weeks’ 

me. 

 Caspian Tern Diving for Fish            White Egret Fishing 
 

So your Lake Charles Management Commi ee volunteers 
hold mul ple mee ngs over the course of the year to 
discuss the lakes condi on, plan and execute mainte-
nance projects with OHA over site. The maintenance re-
sults of several years of management by our previous 
lake management partner were discussed at length. Our 
commi ee’s conclusions were that while the lake looked 
sa sfactory on the surface we were having trouble sus-
taining fish popula ons even with stocking efforts. Fur-
ther we didn’t hear as many frogs croaking at night or 
see as many varie es of lake birds during the day or see 
as many turtles sunning themselves.  Things looked good 
but something was missing.  This led us to ques on if the 
lack of Lake Habitat or aqua c foliage was one of the 
missing links. In short we wondered if we did not have a 
healthy ecosystem because it was being “over managed” 
by the current vendor.   The commi ee concluded that 
the lake could poten ally be be er managed for a more 
desirable and produc ve outcome.  Poten al solu ons to 
bring the lake back to a state that was capable of sup-

por ng more wild life above and below the water were 
tabled over me. We wanted the fish, frogs, birds and 
turtles back, we wanted them to find a place on Lake 
Charles to thrive and be enjoyed by all who visit our lake. 
We want all this while maintaining the beauty and usabil-
ity of Lake Charles.   

Common Turtle Sunning                      Bald Eagle 

There was discussion between members of the idea that 
we actually wanted to let some of the natural aqua c 
plants grow without chemically “Nuking” them for yet 
another year. Concerns were tabled about residents who 
may be displeased and “make calls” because what may 
be best overall for a healthier lake may not be what that 
individual desires. We conclude that this is indeed a com-
munity lake and we needed balance between keeping 
much of the lake open but allowing some of lake for the 
aqua c plants to thrive to create needed food, oxygen, 
nursery habitat and cover for the inhabitants whatever 
they may be.   

We went looking for answers to our concerns and were 
pleasantly surprised to find some agreement with our 
thought process. Three new lake management compa-
nies were interviewed as poten al new partners. One 
company stood out for having a much more diverse lake 
management philosophy as well as being members of 
the Aqua c Ecosystem Restora on Founda on, Midwest 
Aqua c Plant Management Society and the Illinois Lake 
Management Associa on.  A er several mee ng and 
some discussion our new management company, Envi-
ronmental Aqua c Management and the owner Mr. Kev-
in Dahm were welcomed to our lake community.  Kevin 
received his Zoology degree from Southern Illinois Uni-
versity with a specialty in fisheries management.  EAM 
has been managing lakes and ponds in Illinois for more 
than 20 years and has made thousands of successful 
aqua c applica ons. EAM currently manage hundreds of 
watersheds including Lake Charles.  

Kevin confirmed with the commi ees specula on that 
the, “kill it if it grows”, mentality was counterproduc ve 
in maintaining a healthy and sensi ve ecosystem. EAM is 
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Oakwood - Lake Management Committee 

dedicated to restoring, protec ng and preserving aqua c 
ecosystems through safe, ethical, science-based manage-
ment prac ces.  EAM can take care of all aspects of lake 
and pond management and bring a sick body of water 
back to a healthy aqua c ecosystem with professional 
aqua c management. EAM is registered with the Illinois 
Environmental Protec on Agency and approved to treat 
the lake as needed. 

We are not out to eliminate every plant in the lake but 
like our own yards we need to manage the plants so they 
don’t take over in the nitrogen and phosphorous rich 
water. Some of the invasive species are much more diffi-
cult to control and require an individualized solu on ra-
ther than the broad spectrum approach used to control 
other plants. This is where we need a professional and 
one with a Zoology degree and a specialty in fisheries 
management is ideal for our needs. This will help us keep 
Lake Charles not only looking good but having a life sup-
por ng ecosystem which is produc ve and a racts wild 
life for all in the community to enjoy. 

 Happy Frog a er Dinner 

With regards to the wild life I am very pleased to report 
that we have recently spo ed one of our na onal treas-
ures in Oakwood on Lake Charles in early October. Volun-
teer Brad Alexander and I witnessed a Bald Eagle swoop 
low over the West end of the lake with talons extended 
and grab a fish from the water.  It proceeded to one of 
the willow trees on the lake, landed on a dead branch, 
consumed the fish and stayed for about 15-20 minutes 
while many of us viewed it with binoculars. Many com-
mented on seeing their first Illinois Bald Eagle and 
thought it was awesome to see it on Lake Charles.  Now 
that is what I am talking about here when I say a healthi-
er ecosystem that supports more wild life. Further we 
have mul ple Caspian Terns that visit regularly, the Terns 
can be seen flying about 30 feet above the lake and liter-
ally dive bombing straight down into the water to catch 
fish.  Finally we have a resident Grey Heron, or maybe 
even two, that fishes the lake shoreline daily and can 
occasionally be heard producing a loud screeching sound 
in the early evening. These are just a few of the Birds 

that can be seen on or around Lake Charles.  

We changed the approach here, the results have been 
good and much quicker than we had expected. We have 
been and will con nue to monitor the lake, its inhabit-
ants and the wildlife that comes to it. Let me tell you that 
the volunteers seek the best for our community and gen-
erously donate their precious me to improve it for all. 
They get nothing in return for their efforts but their own 
personal sa sfac on. Please let them know if you like 
what you see and appreciate their efforts.  

 Grey Heron Fishing 

Enjoy a sunset from a bench at Westman Beach or on the 
Eastern Shoreline, you may be pleasantly surprised with 
what you see in our community. Eastern Shoreline access 
is available to all Oakwood residents at the very end of 
Bal more just past the beach. 

On a sad note we have been no cing what appears to be 
a petroleum based oil coming from the storm sewers and 
crea ng oil slicks on the lake. We ask all residents to be 
vigilant to anyone dumping anything in the storm sewer.  
Please contact  Ma   through the OHA Web site,  with 
any informa on or photos of anyone dumping in the 
storm sewers which go directly to our lakes and streams.  
h p://www.oakwoodha.org/  

From your all volunteer Lake Management Commi ee. 
Ken Brennen 
Mark Nelson 
Darlene Gary 
Denise Barre  
Brad Alexander 
Doug Schwegman 
Tadas Birtus 
Richard Holum 
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Westmont News: From the Village Board 

our borders.  Watch for future neighborhood roll 

calls to happen in Oakwood soon!  

Since the last newsle er, the Village celebrated Vet-

erans Day.  This year a Village Veteran’s exhibit is on 

display on the second floor of the Westmont Village 

Hall through the end of the year.  Residents can 

view the exhibit during regular Village Hall business 

hours, Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Photos of the Veteran’s exhibit have been published 

on the Village’s website.  The display includes some 

very unique ar facts including: numerous medals, 

an an que navy cap, a Vietnam-era Army Helmet, a 

1950’s Armed Forces poster, flags from the various 

branches of armed services, Naval Challenge Coins, 

Confirma on Cer ficate for duty within the Arc c 

Circle, an que and rare photos of Westmont-area 

veterans, U.S. Coast Guard Jacket and Cap, a Christ-

mas card sent from a veteran to his family in 1944, 

dog tags and a Purple Heart medal.  

COMMUNITY RECYCLING EVENTS 

The Village of Westmont's Environmental Improve-
ment Commission has been working to develop and 
con nue various recycling opportuni es for the 
community. Following are a few of these ini a ves: 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS RECYCLING - Beginning Nov. 13 
and con nuing through the end of January 2016, 
ci zens will be able to recycle their unwanted holi-
day lights at the Westmont Fire Department, 6015 S. 
Cass. The collec on container will be marked and 
posi oned in the south parking lot. 

SAFE DISPOSAL OF NEEDLES - There is a Sharps Ki-
osk in the lobby of the Westmont Police Depart-
ment, 500 N. Cass Avenue. Residents will have ac-
cess to the kiosk during normal business hours, 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., to safely 
drop off unwanted or used needles. Needles should 
be put in the proper receptacles, located at the Po-
lice Dept., before being placed in the kiosk. 

(con nued on next page) 

Hello neighbors!   
I hope everyone is enjoying the holi-

day season.  Below is a brief update 

on some recently discussed items 

and upcoming events.  As always, If 

you have any addi onal ques ons 

or sugges ons, please reach out to me at the con-

tact informa on below. 

First off, the Village Board had a conjoined mee ng 

with the Westmont Park District Board of Commis-

sioners.  This gave both en es an opportunity to 

discuss shared resources and future coopera on 

strategies.  Rest assured, the Village and Park Dis-

trict are working very closely together and look for 

cost savings everywhere.  Even though the Village is 

doing great at finding ways to do more with less, we 

can s ll improve by increasing our partnerships with 

other en es.  One of my challenges to Village Staff 

for 2016 is to implement new intergovernmental 

agreements.  I have a few ideas for Public Works 

that will be discussed during budget workshops but 

we need more!  For those of you who have sugges-

ons, please let me know. 

Next, something new you may have seen are neigh-

borhood police roll calls.  The Village had its first 

successful neighborhood roll call at the Westmont 

Public Library.  This was widely a ended and gave 

residents an opportunity to meet the officers, ask 

ques ons and see what is being focused on within 
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ADVERTISE HERE  
 

For information on how to advertise in the Oak Leaf             
please email info@oakwoodha.org or contact Matt John-
son at 630-455-6022. 
 

Annual cost (4 issues) to advertise is the following: 
Business card (2 x 3.5”): $70   
Double size (4 x 3.5”): $140 
Half Page (4” x 7”): $210 

 

The newsletter is distributed quarterly to over 450 
homes, and is posted electronically on the OHA Website, 
giving great local advertising exposure at a low cost!  An 
additional ad space is made available on the Oakwood 
website at no additional charge to all advertisers!! 

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING CANCELED - The Downers 
Grove Township Highway Dept. has DISCONTINUED 
their electronics recycling program due to rising 
costs. The Village of Westmont is inves ga ng new 
opportuni es for electronics recycling. 

Sign up for SMART 9‐1‐1 

HOW DOES THIS HELP? 

Be er informed 9-1-1 responders are be er 
equipped to help ci zens in emergency situa ons. 
With SMART 9-1-1, Police, Fire and Ambulance per-
sonnel are aware of cri cal informa on that might 
make the difference in saving lives. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

The program allows ci zens to enter important in-
forma on that they want to provide to SMART 9-1-1 
through a secure website, then this informa on is 
delivered to emergency responders automa cally 
with any 9-1-1 call placed within DuPage County. 

WHAT DETAILS ARE SHARED? 

You decide. SMART 9-1-1 allows you to store any 
cri cal care and emergency rescue informa on 
online in advance of an emergency. Informa on can 
include children's photos, medical condi ons, home 
addresses of mobile phone callers, number of pets 
in a home, disabili es, or other rescue-related infor-
ma on. 

HOW DO I REGISTER? 

The registra on process is quick and easy... just four 
simple steps. A er comple ng the steps, you will be 
able to edit your informa on as you choose. You 
must complete every step to finish the process. For 
more informa on or to sign up, visit their website at 
www.smart911.com. For computer and internet ac-
cess, please contact the Westmont Public Library. 

 

Ways to Connect with the Village 

-SIGN UP FOR NOTIFY ME COMMUNITY ALERTS 

h p://www.westmont.illinois.gov/list.aspx 

 

-SIGN UP FOR VILLAGE OF WESTMONT FACEBOOK 

PAGE 

h ps://www.facebook.com/westmon lgov 

 

-The Westmont Village Board meets every other 

Thursday at 6:00pm in the Village Hall.  If you can-

not make the mee ng, they are televised and availa-

ble on our YouTube channel. 

Happy Holidays to everyone and feel free to reach 
out to me any me, 

 

Steve T. Nero  
Westmont Village Trustee & Oakwood Resident 
O:  630.981.6209 
M:  630.776.8302 
E:  snero@westmont.il.gov 
 

Westmont News: From the Village Board 
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Westmont News: From the Westmont Planning & Zoning Commission 

It’s been a slow agenda period 
for this quarter, but many of the 
projects discussed and approved 
over the last several months and 
years are moving towards com-
ple on.   

In September, our only real agenda item con-
cerned a new home construc on project on 
Traube, just west of the Police Sta on.  It will be 
a welcome project as the home being torn down 
was nearly invisible behind dense overgrowth 
and and was in severe disrepair.  The new house 
will bring some increased value to the neighbor-
hood. 

October had two south side of town lot conver-
sions; one combining and one spli ng.  The big-
gest proposal was to be heard from BMW of 
Westmont, represented by AutoNa on with a 
new presenta on for construc on of a large 
scale new auto dealership.  Due to the complexi-
ty involved, it has been tabled un l December.   

Our November mee ng was cancelled for lack 
of agenda items, 2nd cancela on in 4 months!  

Slow quarter indeed, but here’s a few updates 
on previously approved projects.  Expressions 
Dance Studio has opened up in the newly re-
modeled building just north of the Chinese Arts 
& Furniture Store on Cass Avenue at Richmond.  
Their growth has been exponen al over the last 

5 years and this will allow them to con nue 
growing.  It also brings to at least 7 the number 
of dance schools in Westmont!  Quickly becom-
ing the Dance Capital of DuPage! 

Video gaming con nues to generate interest 
from many different proposed operators and to 
get a be er grasp, we’ve had hearings at most 
Village levels regarding methods for regula on.  
The November Board mee ng created a new 
class of liquor license specifically for video gam-
ing – a class 22 license.  With 13 current or un-
der construc on video gaming establishments, 
the idea was to establish regula ons so they 
would not be able to create a block of video 
gaming in consecu ve storefronts.  As this is a 
new issue and not court tested, regula ons will 
evolve with me.  

Potbelly Sandwich Works and Orange Theory 
Fitness Center have both opened on the site of 
the old Connie’s Pizza.  Connie’s newest con-
cept, Woodgrain Pizza also just opened and will 
occupy the 3rd storefront on the property.  It 
offers quickly made, single serving pizzas and 
salads.  Many of you have probably received 
coupons which were dropped a bit early, but 
they are good to go now.  The franchisor for 
Hardee’s has indeed gone into bankruptcy and 
the loca on is now for sale or lease.   

(con nued on next page) 
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Pompeii re-opened on Monday, November 30th 
with a new owner, the Taylor street family’s in-
volvement and a management team headed by 
a former Por llo’s execu ve.  They’ve pledged 
to create an atmosphere and food quality mir-
roring Taylor Street – the original!  At the so  
opening, the food was definitely center stage 
and everything I tried was delicious!   Several 
changes have taken place to speed flow, simpli-
fy ordering and create a be er trained staff.  I 
am looking forward to trying out the re-
purposed concept.  Early social media com-
ments indicate success on all fronts.  When 
they’re on…there’s not many be er!   

And finally, if you haven’t been down to 63rd 
Street & Cass Avenue, it’s worth a trip to see the 
new Mariano’s!  It is ginormous!  Opening is 
scheduled for early 2nd quarter of 2016 and will 
result in a large addi on of sales tax revenue to 
our Village.  It will be a major anchor in a south 

side redevelopment plan that is now gaining 
trac on.  Our Economic Development Office re-
ports many calls and inquiries regarding other 
proper es in the area.  It’s worth a trip down to 
see the size of the project as it represents a ma-
jor investment in our community.   

The Village of Westmont Planning and Zoning 
Commission meets on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00pm in the Village Hall.  All 
mee ngs are televised live on local cable access 
channel 6 and then replayed at 10:00am Mon-
day through Friday.  Agenda items are then sent 
to the Village Board with the comments of the 
Commission for final disposi on. You can also 
view the agenda on the Village website – 
www.westmont.il.gov.  The next mee ng will 
take place December9th  followed by January 
13th, 2016 – tune in!  Have a Merry Christmas, a 
Happy Holiday and a Happy New Year!  

Gregg Pill – Oakwood Resident 

Westmont News: From the Westmont Planning & Zoning Commission 

 
Join Nextdoor Oakwood, the private website for our neighborhood  

The Oakwood Homeowners Association has in-

vited you to join at: 

oakwoodil.nextdoor.com/join  
Enter flyer code: EPRGET 

 

Get to know your neighbors • Share local 
recommendations • Lend, borrow and 
give away • Keep the neighborhood 
safe • Stay informed 

Nextdoor Oakwood 

Nextdoor Oakwood  
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CUSD 201 Highlights 
Kevin Carey and Jack Baldermann 
 
Each year the Washington Post publishes the 
High School Challenge Index. The index ranks 
high schools across the na on and is based on 
the number of AP tests taken divided by the 
number of seniors who graduated. AP is consid-
ered the most rigorous curriculum students can 
be exposed to in high school. Students, who 
take AP courses and take an AP exam regardless 
of how well they perform, are more likely to be 
successful in college. By this ranking, Westmont 
High School is the most improved high school in 
the United States. 

In addi on, Westmont High School is ranked as 
one of the best high schools in the U.S.  News 
and  World  Report poll and was included in 
Newsweek’s “Bea ng the Odds” list. The list rep-
resents the top 500 schools who are preparing 
students for college regardless of their social 
economic background. Out of nearly 700 Illinois 
high schools, only 5% were included in all three 
rankings. 

Once you remove all charter schools from the 
rankings and schools with less than 20% low in-
come, only 2% of Illinois high school appear in 
all three rankings. The high school has approxi-
mately 39% students who are low income. 

The high school is a aining this level of excel-
lence, while mee ng the needs of all students. 
The 2015 high school gradua on rate was 97%. 
This is well above the Illinois gradua on rate of 
86% and the Na onal gradua on rate of 80%.  

The overall school climate of the high school is 
posi ve. During the 2014-15 school year, the 
high school did not have a single fight or physi-
cal alterca on. There are very few high schools 
that can make this claim.  

One other areas of pride for CUSD 201 is the 
high school garden project. In 2013, Lisa Hoot-
man, Westmont High School science teacher, 
facilitated a garden project. Mrs. Hootman and 
several students built plan ng beds to accom-
modate vegetable plants. In the first year, the 
garden produced over 550 pounds of organic 
vegetables. This year the students harvested 
over 821 pounds of vegetables.  

The High School donated 215 pounds of the veg-
etables to the People’s Resource Center. Some 
of the vegetables were used by the District Food 
Service and were used in student lunches. The 
students also sold vegetables at the Westmont 
Street Fair and at home football games. The stu-
dents raised about $550. The money will be 
used to help fund an expansion of the garden. 

The students were involved and invested 

Westmont News: From School District 201 
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Westmont News: From School District 201 

throughout the year. The garden project provid-
ed the students with an opportunity to learn 
about soil chemistry, plant growth, sustainabil-
ity, stewardship, and land restora on.  

All of our schools realize the importance of giv-
ing back to our community. Throughout the 
school year students are involved in fundraising 
efforts to support the American Cancer Society, 
the People’s Resource Center, and other chari-
table organiza ons. Westmont Junior High 
School is taking the idea of giving back one step 
farther. The junior high has implemented a ser-
vice learning gradua on requirement. All junior 
high students are required to complete a total 
of 36 volunteer hours in order to graduate. 

ExceleRate Illinois recently awarded the CUSD 
201 Early Childhood Program was awarded the 
ExceleRate Illinois Gold Circle of Quality for the 
second year in a row. This is the highest recogni-

on an early childhood program can receive. 

ExceleRate Illinois is a statewide quality ra ng 
and improvement system designed to make 
con nuous quality improvement an everyday 
priority among early learning providers. The 
program establishes standards for helping in-
fants, toddlers and preschool age children de-
velop intellectually, physically, socially and emo-

onally. It provides a framework for early learn-

ing professionals to iden fy opportuni es for 
improvement, increase their skills and take 
steps to make posi ve changes.  

As a school district, we are relentless in crea ng 
the best teaching and learning environment 
possible. Below is CUSD 201’s focus for the 2015
-16 school year.   

Our Commitment: 
We are commi ed to a growth mindset. 
We will ensure that learning is the constant 

and me is the variable. 
We will to take our staff, our students, and 
ourselves out of the comfort zone and into 
the learning   zone. 

 

Teaching and Learning:  
As a District we are con nuing to focus on 
our curriculum development and alignment 
to the Common Core. 
We will con nue our focus on differen a on 
of instruc on to meet the needs of all learn-
ers. 
We will con nue to see evidence of student-

centered classrooms and teaching. 
We will provide real- me meaningful feed-

back.  
We will use forma ve assessment to drive 

our instruc on. 
 

Celebrate Our Success:  
We need to share and celebrate our many 
successes. If we do not write our own story, 
it will be wri en for us. 
 

Our commitment to the CUSD 201 school com-
munity is that we will do whatever it takes to 
create an environment in which each individual 
is expected to learn at high levels, each learner 
is supported so he or she can learn at high lev-
els, and each individual demonstrates learning 
at high levels.  
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Oakwood - OHA 2016 Budget 
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Brewing Exceptional Craft Beer...right here in Westmont! 

 

Tasting Room: Thur 5p~9p,   Fri 4p~10p,   Sat 1p~10p,   Sun 1p~5p 

1115 Zygmunt Circle, Westmont, IL 60559 
 

www.UrbanLegendBrewing.com  
Private Parties/Brew Tours/Tastings available upon request (Wed & Sun Evening) 

Harmony Hair.com 
(630) 655-4400 

824 E. Ogden Ave., Westmont 
St. James Crossing 

All services are provided by trained and licensed professionals.  
Offer not good with any other promotion or discount and on full prices services only.   

Select stylists only.  Please mention ad when booking appointment.  

We invite our special neighbors from 
Oakwood to come and take ad-
vantage of these exclusive deals: 

December - Get the 
Red Carpet Treatment!  
Blow-dry, conditioning, 
treatment, and manicure 
for just $50 

January - FREE HAIR 
CUT with a Full Price col-
or or highlight service of 
$75 or more. 

February - Smooth out 
your unmanageable hair 
with a Keratin smoothing 
treatment.  Only $199! 
(regularly $250) 
(price may vary and is based on 

shoulder length hair) 


